








27March 2010 countrylines.com

Never have to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again!
Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil:
n Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil
n No service contracts. Lifetime warranty.
n Safe, complete peace of mind
n Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe
n U.L. listed
n No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys
n Preassembled — ready to use
n Portable (110V) or permanent (220V)
n Whole house heating or single room

Contact us
today for
info and

FREE catalog!

    Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 
room heating system that allows you to control 
your home heating cost by replacing old
and inefficient heating.  It can replace or 
supplement your electric heat, gas or oil
furnace and woodstoves.
    A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: 
inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 
filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed 
for heat retention qualities. The fluid is quickly 
heated by a varying amount of micro-managed 
proportional power.  This exclusive technology 
greatly increases energy efficiencies.

Lifetime Warranty

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City_____________________________  St_________  

Zip___________  Phone________________________

MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information:

Acct #______________________________________

Expiration Date_______________________________

220 VoLt 
PermaNeNt

approx. area 
to Heat S&H Discount 

Price Qty.

8’ 2000 w 250-300 sf $25 $319
6’ 1500 w 180-250 sf $25 $289
5’ 1250 w 130-180 sf $25 $259
4’ 1000 w 100-130 sf $18 $239
3’ 750 w 75-100 sf $18 $189
2’ 500 w 50-75 sf $18 $169
Thermostats – Call for options & exact heater needed.

110 VoLt PortabLeS
(thermostat included.) S&H Discount 

Price Qty.

5’ Hydro-Max 750-1500 w $25 $229
3’ 750 w – Silicone $18 $179
Heavy-Duty 240v $25 $329

Total Amount

Check  n  MasterCard  n  Visa  n  Discover

1-800-627-9276
www.hydrosil.com

Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715
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Bob Vila endorses 
and rec  ommends the 
EdenPURE Heater. 

EdenPURE Infrared   

Your Michigan Distributor

Made in
USA

ProProducts & Service

800-614-1298

Gen 3 Model 1000
3-yr. warrantyHeats up to 1,000 sq. ft.

Absolute BEST 

2010 pricing 

while they last! 

Call immediately!!

zone Heater

LAKE FRONT FOR SALE – Two mobile homes 
in Oakwood Resort on Campbell Lake near 
Hesperia. Purchase separately or together 
231-798-2712.

PRIVATE 3.3 ACRES – In Suttons Bay. Walking 
distance to town. Priced well below market 
value at $38,500, firm. 231-271-3321. 
klctsp@charter.net

LAKEFRONT CABIN – Near Big Star Lake, 
Baldwin. 110 feet lake frontage, paved road, 
1 mile to Pere Marquette River, 1.4 acres, ga-
rage, bunkhouse, perfect condition, $99,000. 
616-669-8424.

FABULOUS VIEW 200 FEET – White, san-
dy beach on Lake Superior, Bay Mills, MI. 
Near trails, 3-bedroom, 2-bath, mobile home, 
$134,900 negotiable. Let’s talk 231-879-4381.

VACATIONS

3-BEDROOM BREVORT – Lakefront vaca-
tion home. 20 minutes north of the bridge.  
lindafarquhar@cox.net, 316-721-3420.
lakefrontvacationrental.com

DONNELL LAKE RENTAL – Southwest Michi-
gan all-sports lakefront, sleeps 4-6, no pets, 
$725 weekly. Book early for reduced rates. 
Call 574-272-5200.

BIG STAR LAKE COTTAGE RENTAL – Near 
Baldwin, MI. Sleeps 6, 1-bath, air conditioned, 
great for all water sports, near golf course, 
ideal family vacation, $800 weekly, $750 for 
bookings by April. 269-372-8928.

WANTED

BUYING OLD WOODEN DUCK – Goose, fish, 
decoys. 248-877-0210.

OurEnergy.coop – Join the 456,000 
American consumers who have asked their 
elected officials tough questions about our 
energy future.
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If your local business would like to 
offer HomeWorks members a discount 
on your products or services, call 
Jayne Graham at 517-647-1252 or 
email jayne@homeworks.org.

People Fund Helps  
With Food, Housing 

Your spare change can help fami-
lies through rough times (see 
p. 4 story), and make commu-

nity services available to more people, 
through Tri-County Electric People 
Fund grants. 

Jan. 20, the People Fund board made 
five grants totaling $8,425:
t $1,500 to Mt. Hope St. Johns Food 

Pantry, for food pantry expenses.
t $2,500 to Housing Services for 

Eaton County in Charlotte, to help with 
housing expenses.
t $1,505 to Briggs Public Library, St. 

Johns, to purchase computer stations.
t $420 to a Montcalm County family 

to pay for a monthly health monitoring 
service.
t  $2,500 to another Montcalm 

County family to help with medical 
expenses.

Be sure to read the People Fund’s 2009 
annual report, provided as a cover wrap 
to this issue of Michigan Country Lines, 
for more about how the People Fund 
helped our neighbors in mid-Michigan 
again this year. There’s also a mail-in 
postcard you can use to make sure you’re 
part of the People Fund through round-
ing up your monthly energy bill.

How To Apply For a 
People Fund Grant 
Write to 7973 E. Grand River Avenue, 
Portland, MI 48875. We’ll send you an 
application form, grant guidelines, and 
other helpful information. You’ll also 
find information and application forms 
on our website at homeworks.org.

How You Can Help
Support the People Fund 
Tri-County customers can opt in or out 
of the voluntary Operation Round Up 
program any time. Just enclose a note 
with your bill payment, or call us at 
800-562-8232.

Learn More About 2009
People Fund Grants
Read the annual report supplied with this 
issue of Country Lines to learn how your 
contributions were granted back to help 
your neighbors in mid-Michigan. 

HomeWorks Tri-County 
members have used 
Co-op Connections®  

Card pharmacy  benefits 

1,507 times, 

saving $32,427.69

Co-op Connections 
Helps You Save 

HomeWorks members can take advan-
tage of a valuable pharmacy discount 
by using the Co-op Connections® 

card at participating local pharmacies. These 
pharmacy discounts are not insurance and 
not intended as a substitute for insurance, 
but they can save you money!

To find a pharmacy that participates, you 
can log-on to locateproviders.com and use 
code 22203 as the group number under the 
“Groups” log-in section. Next, enter your zip 
code and the recommended mile radius of 
100 to search for providers near you.

You can also call the program’s member 
services department at 800-800-7616, Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST, 
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., to find local 
pharmacies.

To search by a specific prescription drug 
and zip code, log-on to rxpricequotes.
com. Do not call your local pharmacy for 
price quotes, as they may change from day 
to day. 

Once you’re at the pharmacy, present your 
Co-op Connections card, along with your 
prescriptions, to the pharmacist. You’ll pay 
the best price available.

If you experience any difficulties in using 
the pharmacy program, please call, or ask the 
pharmacist to call, the program’s member 
services department at 800-800-7616, during 
their regular business hours, listed above.

Mail Order Prescriptions Are 
Another Benefit
If you use maintenance medications (a long-
term prescription), you can save an average 
of 10 percent below AARP’s prices and beat 
the lowest retail pharmacy price by $5 on 
prescriptions priced over $10, with no post-
age or handling fees.

To use the mail-order service, call Health-
Trans at 877-839-8121, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. For price quotes, 
initial orders, and reorders, give the service 
representative the name, strength and quan-
tity of your medication(s).

Price quotes are valid one time only and 
expire after 30 days. Be sure to call and ask 
for a price quote before each order, as prices 
may change. 

You’ll be asked to fill out and mail in a 
patient profile form with your prescription 
and payment.

Orders are shipped within 48 hours of 
receipt of payment via First Class Mail or 
UPS Ground, based on the package contents. 
Special shipping arrangements can be made 
for an additional fee. Check with a service 
representative for more information.

Orders are automatically filled using 
generic medication, unless prescription 
specifies “brand necessary” or the member 
requests “brand.” HealthTrans performs a 
seven-point quality assurance test before 
mailing your prescriptions to you.
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Some people think because we’re the 
“electric company,” our goal is to sell 
as much energy as we can. 

But we’re an electric cooperative, and 
that means we are operated for the benefit 
of you, our members. The people who buy 
our electricity are also the owners of the 
cooperative, and that makes our mission a 
little different.

In fact, our mission is “to provide our 
members and customers with energy, com-
fort and communications solutions that will 
enhance their quality of life.” 

To us, that means 
we want you to use 
energy in a way that 
gives you the best 
value, not just use 
energy for the sake 
of using it.

That’s why we’ve promoted heat pump 
technology for many years. Heat pumps, 
whether they’re geothermal or air-to-air, 
give you more heating and cooling for your 
energy dollar, year-round. They’re clean and 
quiet, and in many cases will qualify you for 
a discounted electric rate for your heating 
and cooling. 

We’ve worked with top-notch area contrac-
tors over the years to bring you information 
and choices, whether you’re retrofitting your 
current house or building a new one, whether 
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Nick Rusnell
Energy Advisor

you have a pond, or need 
a ground loop system. 

We also sell two differ-
ent brands of water heat-
ers. Both the Freedom® 
and Marathon® models 
are energy efficient, and 
we’re making sure we 
stock the models that are 
Energy Star® compliant 
,so you’ll get more hot 
water for less cost.

To give you an opportunity to learn more 
about these products, we’re planning an 
Energy Expo for Saturday, April 24. 

We’ve got some details to put together yet, 
but we hope to have several area heat pump 
installers there so you can ask questions one-
on-one, with no obligation. We will also have 
a few short presentations on general subjects 
like how a heat pump works, or what kind 
of Energy Optimization programs you can 
take advantage of.

Watch this space in next month’s Michigan 
Country Lines for more details. We hope to 
see you on April 24.

Energy Expo Set For April 24 

If you’ve got questions about geothermal 
heating & cooling, or about other home 
energy efficiency measures, be sure to mark 
your calendar for Saturday, April 24. Home-
Works Tri-County will host area contractors 
and other energy experts from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., giving you the opportunity to get 
all the answers you need.

There’s no fee for HomeWorks Tri-County 
members to attend, so mark the date and 
start gathering your questions. Watch next 
month’s Michigan Country Lines for the 
location and other details!

Count on 
HomeWorks 

for energy 
ideas.

You Have  
The Power  
To Make  
A Difference
Every day you buy electricity when 
you flip a light switch, plug in an appli-
ance, or turn on your TV. You have the 
power to make better choices that will 
save energy and money. Whether you 
upgrade to an Energy Star®-qualified 
water heater or clothes dryer, install 
a programmable thermostat, or just 
wrap your water pipes with insula-
tion, you can earn a cash-back rebate 
from HomeWorks Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative. 

If you’re not already using compact 
fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs), you can 
get $1 back for each of the first five 
you install with a HomeWorks rebate. 
Watch your monthly energy bill for 
more information and an easy-to-use 
rebate form.
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r a m b l i n g s 
M i k e  B u d a

Mike Buda is the 
founding editor of 
Country Lines and 
continues to work on the 
magazine, as well as other 
activities of the Michigan 
Electric Cooperative 
Association. He lives in 
Mason with Barbara. 
Their boys, Dan and Jon, 
have flown the coop.

Email Mike at mbuda@countrylines.com

M
y son Jon took the train up from 
Chicago a few weekends ago. 
We ate out, cooked together, 
saw the movie Crazy Heart, 

watched the Olympics and a Spartan basket-
ball game on TV, and capped the weekend 
with a terrific concert by Wilco. We try to 
pack things in because the weekends we spend 
together, whether we go to Chicago or he 
comes to Mason, are precious to us. 

We’re glad Jon’s close and we can see 
him once in awhile. It’s tougher to get to 
Austin, TX, for short visits to see Dan, so 
those longer visits take on the trappings of 
a vacation.

We’re not unlike other parents whose 
children have left the state in the midst of 
the worst economy for young people that 
any of us remember. If Michigan’s econ-
omy were in better shape, it’s possible our 
kids wouldn’t be leaving to find the work 
they want. But our parents went through 
the same thing. There weren’t many oppor-
tunities in the western U.P. in the 1960s. 
When the mines closed, the jobs disap-
peared, so most of our classmates scattered 
across the country. That’s happening now 
all over the state and we’re poorer for it. It’s 
nice to travel to visit our kids, but it’s not 
an ideal arrangement. 

So, like most parents, we compensate by 
staying in touch by phone, email and even 
texting. It’s the way of the modern family.

Now the question is whether we should 
use any of the new social networking tools, 
like Facebook and Twitter, or Skype for 
video chatting.

Twitter allows people who need a con-
stant communications fix to stay con-
nected to just about anyone who is also 
connected toTwitter. Your message can be 
seen by a few people or thousands, even 
millions. In just three years, Twitter has 
almost 400 million users.

So, what you do is sign up for a Twitter 
account and find people who you want to 
stay connected to, like your kids, doctor, 

bowling team, best friends, people who 
like the same rock band, or the President. 
Then you wait for all those important 
messages to start rolling in, like “I just 
saw a great movie,” or “the dog wants to 
go outside,” or “I bought a green bowling 
ball,” or “the Senate’s got to pass health 
care.” Anything you can say in 140 char-
acters. And everyone you Tweet can Tweet 
you back. Then you can direct your Tweets 
to Facebook or any of several other sites 
that will collect those Tweets for you. See 
how easy it is?

Those of you who grew up with per-
sonal handwritten letters and a phone 
tethered by wire to a wall outlet are prob-
ably shaking your head. This is mostly an 
age thing.

Like other parents our age, Barb and I 
live in the middle, between the stone age 
and the space age. 

Our older relatives don’t email or tweet 
or Facebook or text. So we talk on the 
phone. (Barbara also likes to write notes, 
cards and even full-blown letters. Me, not 
so much. Frankly, my handwriting has 
gotten so bad I can’t decipher it myself. I 
should sign up for a remedial handwriting 
class. Remember the Palmer Method? But, 
probably because of computers and tex-
ting, kids are having trouble with cursive 
writing, too. I hear teachers are now print-
ing notes to students because they can’t 
read a cursive message.)

Phones still work great. You can dial a 
number and talk. A five-minute conversa-
tion can cover a lot of ground. 

Remember when a long-distance phone 
call was a major event, simply because it 
was so infrequent? College students, mem-
bers of the military and long-moved fam-
ily would call every few months and talk 
long enough to let the folks at home know 
they were alive. Back then, a long distance 
call meant someone might be in trouble. 
The recipient’s first comment might be, 
“What’s wrong?” Now if loved ones don’t 

regularly call or send a message of some 
kind—like daily—we think they’re in 
trouble. 

Computers, cell phones and smart 
phones have given us multiple ways to 
stay in touch. I am grateful for all this new 
technology. But you can have too much of 
a good thing.

 I recall a meeting last year where a 
woman, hyped on social media, kept 
three panels open on her laptop, one each 
for email, Twitter and Facebook discus-
sions—and she also could talk on her cell 
phone—while she was following an in-
person presentation. 

Now we are being told that Country 
Lines magazine should have a Facebook 
page, so we can encourage friends of the 
magazine to engage with us online. Is this 
a good idea? Other magazines have a page. 
I’ve seen their fan count—as high as a few 
hundred—compared to a circulation of 
several hundred thousand. 

But, maybe we’ll try it anyway. It’s 
another way to stay in touch with all those 
folks who have reluctantly left the state in 
search of work. If you’d like to become a 
fan, just search for Michigan Country Lines 
in Facebook. 

That Twitter thing will have to wait. We 
need to hear our kids’ voices.

Are You Tweeting Yet?








