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Steve Boeckman
Great Lakes Energy

President/CEO

T his issue of Michigan Country 
Lines contains a mail-in ballot 
that allows you to fill the three 
openings on the Great 

Lakes Energy Cooperative 
Board of Directors.  

Your right to vote gives 
you the unique ability to 
elect representatives whose 
decisions will be guided by a 
responsibility to act on your 
behalf as a member. That is 
just one of the fundamental 
differences between Great 
Lakes Energy and other energy 
providers. You’re more than 
a customer to us; you’re a 
member who shares in the ownership and 
operation of the cooperative.

As your elected delegates, the board’s 
decisions help determine how well we 
can provide reliable and affordable power. 
Strong board leadership has enabled us to 
make major reliability improvements in 
the last five years that have reduced aver-
age outage times and benefitted thousands 
of Great Lakes Energy members. Improve-
ments in technology have made it possible 
for us to implement an automatic meter 

reading infrastructure and look to future 
initiatives like paperless billing. 

The progress we’ve made must con-
tinue because there are still 
many areas on our system 
where reliability is a concern. 
Adequate financial resources 
must be available to ensure 
that all members enjoy the 
same high level of reliable 
service. 

Your board faces many chal-
lenges in its mission to meet 
the needs of Great Lakes 
Energy members. In addi-
tion to the big investments 
required to improve our elec-

tric distribution system, there are power 
supply issues that threaten our ability to 
keep electricity reliable and affordable.

That’s why your vote is so important. 
Please take a few minutes to read over the 
candidate biographies (pp. 28-29) inside 
this issue and cast your vote for three 
candidates.

Your co-op’s staff and employees, 
empowered by the board, are looking out 
for you. Exercise your right as a member 
to vote—it’s the cooperative difference. 

Exercise Your Membership Right

Public Act 295: The Clean Renewable and Energy Efficient Act
Annual Energy Optimization Report

Great Lakes Energy Cooperative
MPSC Case Number U‐15817

Great Lakes Energy contracted with the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association 
(MECA) to administer the Energy Optimization efforts in order to comply with 
P.A.-295. MECA filed a 2½ year Energy Optimization plan with the MPSC on Feb. 
18, 2009, as required by P.A. 295. This EO plan was approved by the MPSC on May 
12, 2009, and we began launching energy optimization programs in June 2009. 

CLEAResult Consulting, Great Lakes LLC, was selected to implement the 
Residential, Commercial Industrial Programs, and the Energy Optimization (EO) 
website michigan-energy.org. CLEAResult has subcontracted with Franklin Energy, 
JACO, Enercom, and the Michigan Community Action Agency Association to assist 
with EO program delivery.

In 2010, Great Lakes Energy collected $1,797,151 through the Energy Optimization 
surcharge and spent $1,330,599, resulting in an overcollection of $466,552 which will 
be applied towards the 2011 EO Program delivery expenses and goal achievement. 
Great Lakes Energy achieved 12,181.6 mWh of energy savings in 2009–2010. The 
full report can be obtained at michigan-energy.org or at michigan.gov/mpsc.
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3474 Alaiedon Parkway; Suite 600 
Okemos, MI 48864

michigan-energy.org

8 7 7 . 2 9 6 . 4 3 1 9
Members-only Pricing!

Learn about all of your electric co-op’s programs at michigan-energy.org  •  Questions? 877.296.4319

Must be a Michigan resident and cooperative member to be eligible for this program.   Items 
purchased  must be installed in a home that receives service from a participating cooperative. 
For residential accounts only while supplies last. Restrictions may apply.

Your electric cooperative is offering 
members valuable rebates for the purchase 
and installation of ENERGY STAR® products. 
Rebates are available for items purchased at 
any store. 

Visit michigan-energy.org (click on your 
utility and choose Residential ENERGY STAR 

Program) to learn more about the energy-
saving products and download rebate 
applications. 

Available Rebates

$1.50 Per CFL (limit 12)
Must be ENERGY STAR compliant

$15
Per Ceiling Fan w/ Light Kit 
(limit 4)
Must be ENERGY STAR compliant

$20
Per Smart Power Strip* (limit 2)
Must include 1 uncontrolled socket 
connected to a primary device

$25 Per Clothes Dryer (limit 1)

$25 Per Dishwasher (limit 1)
Must be ENERGY STAR compliant

$50 Per Clothes Washer (limit 1)
Must be CEE Tier Rating  of  2 or 3

*Smart power strips are also available for purchase online 
at a discounted price; however, rebates do not apply.

2011 Coloring 
Contest Winners

T hanks to everyone who entered our 
coloring contest this year. Congratu-
lations to the following kids whose 

prize-winning entries included great ideas 
for saving energy. 

4 years and under
1st place:	 Nathan Winchel, Wayland
2nd place:	 Zack Dust, Fountain
3rd place:	 Anna Zielinski, Gaylord

5-7 years old
1st place:	 Daniel Smith, Gaylord
2nd place:	 Jack Ledig, Pellston
3rd place:	 Cayden Gray, Hart

8-10 years old
1st place:	 Jeb Stewart, Custer
2nd place:	 James Brown, Evart
3rd place:	 Katherine Ledig, Pellston

For more energy saving ideas for kids, 
visit touchstoneenergykids.com. 

Coloring Contest Winners:
(L-R) Nathan Winchel,  Jeb  
Stewart and Daniel Smith.

Thanks to all co-op 
kids who entered!
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Bring Your Kids to a Park Party!
WOOD TV8 personality “Maranda” is hosting Park Parties for kids 

again this year in the southern part of our service area. Touchstone 

Energy® cooperatives Great Lakes Energy and HomeWorks Tri-County 

Electric will partner to join the fun.

You’ll find free food for kids, games, prizes, rides, entertainment 

and information at these free events. Stop by GLE’s booth and ride 

our energy bike!
The parties take place on Thursdays from noon-2 p.m. Put one of 

them on your schedule now!

July 7	 Barry County Expo Center	 Hastings

July 14	 Kollen Park	 Holland

July 21	 Upjohn Park	 Kalamazoo

July 28	 Allegan County Fairgrounds	 Allegan

Receive Country Lines 
While You’re Away
You can continue to receive your Michigan 
Country Lines magazine even if you’re away 
from home for an extended time.

Simply contact us if you 
plan to be away for more 
than a month and give 
us the address where 
you would like the 
magazine sent. Con-
tact us again when 
you return home to 
ensure there will be 

no interruption in your 
magazine mailings.

Contact us by dialing 888-GT-LAKES 
(485-2537), ext. 1817, or by visiting the 
member services section of gtlakes.com, 
found under “Your Home” and by clicking 
on “Change of Address.”

Great Lakes Energy Cooperative
Candidates for Board of Directors

to be elected at the 2011 Annual Meeting

Nominations By Petition 

Date Posted: June 13, 2011

The following individuals have been nominated by petitions 
verified by the secretary of the cooperative for the three (3) 
open positions on the board of directors:

Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/greatlakesenergy

Chris Dandeneau
8745 Van Tyle Road
Elmira, MI  49730

Richard Evans
11195 Essex Road
Ellsworth, MI  49729

Benjamin Harris
9284 W. Railroad Ave.
Bitely,  MI  49309

Larry Monshor
1541 Thumm Road
Gaylord, MI  49735

Paul Schemanski
5974 Stolt Road
Petoskey, MI 49770

Susan Scott
10653 15 Mile Road
Evart, MI  49631

People Fund  
Donators Can  
Win Twice!
Can you give just 50 
cents a month to help 
your community? If so, 
you’re already a winner.

We round up your electric 
bill to the next dollar and that difference—
which averages 50 cents a month—goes 
into the People Fund. With your small 
monthly contributions, you have the power 
to help local charitable organizations better 
meet the needs of your community. 

But there’s more! Some lucky Great Lakes 
Energy members will be selected by ran-
dom drawing in December to win $100 
billing credits. To be eligible, all you have 
to do is contribute to the People Fund, and 
you’re automatically entered. No People 
Fund money is used to support this contest.  

Win for you and for your community. Join 
the People Fund today. It’s the most good 
you can do for about 50 cents a month.    
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S T A T E  O F  M I C H I G A N
BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR THE CUSTOMERS OF

GREAT LAKES ENERGY COOPERATIVE
CASE NO. U-16323

•  �Great Lakes Energy Cooperative requests Michigan Public Service Commission approval to reconcile its Energy Optimization 
plan expenditures and revenues for the 2010 calendar year.

•  �The information below describes how a person may participate in this case.

•  �You may call or write Great Lakes Energy Cooperative, 1323 Boyne Avenue, P.O. Box 70, Boyne City, Michigan 49712-0070, 
(888) 485-2537 for a free copy of its application. Any person may review the documents at the offices of Great Lakes Energy 
Cooperative.

•  �The first public hearing in this matter will be held:

	 DATE/TIME: 	� August 11, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. This hearing will be a prehearing conference to set future hearing 
dates and decide other procedural matters.

	 BEFORE: 	 Administrative Law Judge Mark E. Cummins

	 LOCATION: 	 Michigan Public Service Commission, 6545 Mercantile Way, Suite 7, Lansing, Michigan

	 PARTICIPATION: 	� Any interested person may attend and participate. The hearing site is accessible, including 
handicapped parking. Persons needing any accommodation to participate should contact the 
Commission’s Executive Secretary at (517) 241-6160 in advance to request mobility, visual, hearing 
or other assistance.

	 The Michigan Public Service Commission (Commission) will hold a public hearing to consider the April 29, 2011 application 
of Great Lakes Energy Cooperative (Great Lakes) for authority to reconcile its energy optimization plan expenditures and 
revenues for the period ended December 31, 2010.
	 All documents filed in this case shall be submitted electronically through the Commission’s E-Dockets website at: michigan.
gov/mpscedockets. Requirements and instructions for filing can be found in the User Manual on the E-Dockets help page. 
Documents may also be submitted, in Word or PDF format, as an attachment to an email sent to: mpscedockets@michigan.
gov. If you require assistance prior to e-filing, contact Commission staff at (517) 241-6180 or by email at: mpscedockets@
michigan.gov.
	 Any person wishing to intervene and become a party to the case shall electronically file a petition to intervene with this 
Commission by August 4, 2011. (Interested persons may elect to file using the traditional paper format.) The proof of service 
shall indicate service upon Great Lakes’ attorney, Shaun M. Johnson, Dykema Gossett PLLC, Capitol View, 201 Townsend Street, 
Suite 900, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 
	 Any person wishing to make a statement of position without becoming a party to the case may participate by filing an 
appearance. To file an appearance, the individual must attend the hearing and advise the presiding administrative law judge 
of his or her wish to make a statement of position. All information submitted to the Commission in this matter will become 
public information: available on the Michigan Public Service Commission’s website, and subject to disclosure. 
	 Requests for adjournment must be made pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure R 460.17315 and 
R 460.17335. Requests for further information on adjournment should be directed to (517) 241-6060. 
	 A copy of Great Lakes’ request may be reviewed on the Commission’s website at: michigan.gov/mpscedockets, and at 
the office of Great Lakes Energy Cooperative, 1323 Boyne Avenue, Boyne City, MI 49712. For more information on how to 
participate in a case, you may contact the Commission at the above address or by telephone at (517) 241-6180. 
	 Jurisdiction is pursuant to 1909 PA 106, as amended, MCL 460.551 et seq.; 1919 PA 419, as amended, MCL 460.54 et seq.; 
1939 PA 3, as amended, MCL 460.1 et seq.; 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 24.201 et seq.; 2008 PA 295, MCL 460.1001 et seq., 
and the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, as amended, 1999 AC, R 460.17101 et seq.

June 3, 2011
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Chris Dandeneau

Home: Elmira

Occupation: Real estate professional

Co-op Member: 12 years

I seek this board of directors’ position so 
I may serve cooperative members with 
careful business sense and effective energy 
management. I will provide rational and 
prudent advice in the board room and to 
our members.

Our challenge is to utilize the broad 
knowledge base and skill set of each board 
member to deliver prudent and efficient 
decision making in planning for resources 
of energy management and delivery.

I bring 19 years of finance management, 
banking and real estate finance and sales. A 
northern Michigan resident since 1998, I 
have served on the Hayes Township (Otsego 
Co.) Board of Review, Gaylord ‘Alpenfest’ 
Board of Directors and past president, and 
Otsego County/Gaylord and Petoskey areas 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador.

B.S. – business management degree in 
1991 from Oregon State University with 
minors in psychology and mathematics. 
I am also active in community and family 
endeavors with my wife and three daughters.

Richard Evans

Home: Ellsworth

Occupation: �Owner, Paradigm Energy 
Services

Co-op Member: 12 years

My fellow co-op owners, I ask for your vote 
to join the board and represent your voice in 
making prudent energy decisions. I offer my 
direct experience and big picture understand-
ing of energy: the huge untapped potential of 
conservation and efficiency, renewable and 
smart energy technologies, and the incredible 
opportunities for job creation within these 
industries. I will strive to help the co-op 
continue its leadership role in providing 
clean, reliable and affordable power.

I come to you as a business owner in beau-
tiful rural northern Michigan, a building 
science instructor at NMC, and an MSU 
graduate with almost 20 years of experience 
in the energy and energy efficiency fields. 
Please visit http://tinyurl.com/Evans4GLE 
for more information about my work and 
candidacy.

Thank you for your consideration, and I 
would appreciate your vote. I look forward 
to working with the other directors to serve 
you in this capacity.

Benjamin Harris

Home: Bitely

Occupation: Retired

Co-op Member: 34 years

I am a candidate for the GLE Board. I seek 
this position of responsibility because 61 
years has matured my personal, social and 
professional abilities, which will be fully 
needed to provide me with the wisdom and 
strength to carry out the great responsibili-
ties of this office.

I understand the board is responsible for 
GLE’s health, welfare and growth. Further-
more, the board must continuously strive to 
produce cost effective energy, and at a cost 
savings to the members. As a board mem-
ber, I am obligated to promote any and all 
energy-saving technologies, techniques or 
“old-home energy saving information” to 
the members.

My overall life experience, which includes 
10 years of military service, moderately 
successful businessman, and 24 years of 
marriage and still counting, give me the 
dedication that will be needed to fulfill the 
responsibilities of this office. I am asking 
GLE members for their support and vote.

Board of Directors Candidates
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Larry Monshor

Home: Gaylord

Occupation: Engineer/CPA

Co-op Member: 7 years

Co-op Director: 4 years

As a co-op board member, my responsibility 
is to focus on making electricity available, 
reliable and affordable to the farms, busi-
nesses and homes of rural Michigan. Because 
electricity is the basis for our modern society, 
the board’s challenge is to manage costs in 
spite of the increasing expenses for fuel, 
wages and materials. At the same time, the 
concerns of the members must be heard and 
acted upon. This is an interesting challenge 
that I enjoy very much.

To become a more effective board mem-
ber, I have participated in a continuing 
education program and have been certified 
by the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association as a credentialed and board 
leadership director.

I believe our future is bright; I look for-
ward to serving on the board and ask for 
your support in the election. Thank you.

Paul Schemanski

Home: Petoskey

Occupation: Health Care 

Co-op Member: 12 years

Your comfort is my goal. Comfort from 
being treated justly and from knowing that 
the cooperative is a good steward of the 
environment. Comfort from proactively 
encouraging the development of renew-
able energy. 

Comfort from engaging in conversations 
with you, from listening, and from seeking 
to understand. 

Given the current economic challenges, 
are you comfortable with the cooperative 
spending millions more to improve the 
availability of electricity from 99.96 percent 
of the time to 99.98 percent of the time?

Vis i t  www.facebook.com/Vote 
PaulSchemanski to engage in a conversation 
and to help me understand what makes you 
comfortable. 

Qualifications: 16 years electric utility 
experience, former chairman of a Christian 
Camp, Rotary member, volunteer Media-
tor, township Parks and Recreation Board 
member, graduate of Chamber of Com-
merce’s Community Leadership program, 
master’s degree in Business Administration.

Will you join me? Your comfort is just 
a vote away. 

Thank you.

Susan Scott

Home: Evart

Occupation: �Retired social worker/
farmer

Co-op Member: 35 years

Co-op Director: 6 years

Thanks for the rewarding, challenging 
opportunity to serve the past six years 
on your board of directors. In doing so, I 
continue a tradition of service set by my 
husband and his father as co-op directors 
before me. I also bring a female perspective 
to our mission of providing reliable, afford-
able electric service to your homes, families 
and businesses.

During my board tenure, I have become 
a certified cooperative director through 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, completing courses in director 
responsibilities, the electric power business, 
strategic and financial planning, power sup-
ply issues, rate setting, renewable energy 
and board leadership. I have served as board 
secretary for the past five years.

Please vote to re-elect me so I can work 
to help our co-op continue meeting the 
upcoming challenges of balancing power 
generation needs against environmental 
concerns while providing a reliable source 
of electricity that all members can afford.

Please Vote!  Your ballot is part of the special cover wrap on this magazine.
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The average Great Lakes Energy member gives just $6 per year to the People Fund program to help local 
nonprofit organizations. But with the needs in our communities increasing, your contribution to the People 
Fund matters even more! If every People Fund supporter got just one other person to join, we could easily 
double the amount of money available each year to help local food pantries, senior citizen centers, youth 
programs and other local worthwhile causes.

There’s power in numbers. More than $186,000 in grants was awarded to local nonprofit groups in 2010 
alone. Only you have the power to make a contribution to the People Fund. You have the power to make 
a difference.


