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13-Day Cruise and Tour e
rom $1,898 *§T§8W3%5%§5
“Incudes tax & senvices

Space is filing quickly on this unique and popular tour
departing June through September 2012. Fly to San Fancisco,
travel to Napa/Sonoma VaIIey 0 board the Amtrak Coast
Starh?ht to Seattle. Here you'll board Norwegian Cruise Line's
Star for your 7 night cruise to Ketchikan, Juneau, Sawyer
Glacier, Skagway and Prince Rupert B.C. before headmg hack
to Seattle. Callfor low cost airfare,

Holland America Line

Alaska Cruise
and theCanadian Rockies Why use a lawn vacuum that takes half your garage to store?

From $]_ 898 The Cyclone Rake folds up flat, just 8 inches thick. It even hangs on the wall. Ye|
ncludes pomharéesy 12K & Senvices does a job that would take a whole landscape crew, or days of hard work, any

other way. It hitches to nearly any riding mower or ZTR. With its own powerful

DEPART MAY THRU SEPT 2012 . ; X .
engine-driven vacuum-mulcher and huge hauling capacity, you can clear the

X:)Srlrtlttf;]% |§g}ﬂ%§?gf"§}?§f3§f§xg‘<& g{gfgggcﬁoéwdﬁ\%ggghﬂ heaviest leaf cover with sitting-down ease. Backed by a full year risk-free return
Fly into Seatle, WA, the next day ravel to Vancouver, B.C. policy and a 3-year warranty, it's the homeowner’s answer to easy fall cleanup!

where you'll board your 5-STAR cruise ship for your
sergrday belapdmerican Line cruise. Experience some of
tshke most g\ive |nsBp|r|ng (sjc}s(anergkas X\oﬂu travel to Juneau|| _ B 2 e _l S

agway, Glacier Bay and Ketchikan. After your cruise you 0) < (¢ )
begin your scenic six-day motor coach tour to Calgary, AB. ﬁ_l =@@ D=5 5_’) =£L.£‘I} _y .;

You'll visit Jasper National Park, take a “SnowCoach” ride

over the Columbia lce Fields, visit Banff National Park, Lake D St %@m@ RAKERCOIM
Louise and Calagary. Call for low cost airfare. OY4V SV VA 2 Ralerean
Mention the Discount Code when you call, or enter it on our web site
Call for Information & Itinerary for a special discount on any Cyclone Rake model.
D
vacations ©Woodland Power Products, Inc., 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516

It's time to travel
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Art On the Go

atelyn Cutler’s passion for photography began about four years ago when she held
her very first “cheap little camera.” She started by using it to take pictures of every-
day, normal things but with a different view towards making “something boring
fresh and fun,” and then expanded the love into shooting landscapes and portraits.

Today, her studio, kMc Photography, is wherever pictures need to be taken, and covers
everything from landscapes, nature and graduating seniors to family portraits, weddings,
newborns and kids. A huge fan of natural lighting, she encourages her clients to pick their
own locations. “I feel like my clients are more comfortable in their own home rather than
a studio setting with the lights, props and backdrops. I've been doing landscapes/nature
photos for about four years, portrait photography for two years, and HDR photos for
several months.”

On the photos shown below and the next page, Katelyn used a relatively new type of
photography processing called HDR (high dynamic range). This process takes different
exposures (light, dark, just-right) and merges them all together to visually enhance the
photo. This merging of dark and light areas gives the photo a slightly abstract look and feel.

View more of Katelyn’s photos on her website (wix.com/kmcphoto/kmephotography),
at the state fair in Escanaba, and at various photo contests across the state. You can also call
her at 906-241-3333. — Cindy Zuker

Katelyn Cutler, a student at Bay College and
photographer/owner of kMc Photography,
isan Alger Delta Electric Co-op member who
lives in Rapid River.

"

self, and let your photo show “you

Katelyn’s photography advice for readers: If you think you have talent, read the basics on photography at your local library,
online, or take a class. However, you can only read so much—so practice as much as you can! Get your family and friends to help you
out. If you edit your photos on the computer, don't overdo it. Beginners have a tendency to over-edit and sometimes the true, raw
photo is the best. Photos you take are about you and your personality, character and passion for the art, so have fun, believe in your-

Above left: “Lighthouse” was taken at the “peninsula point,” south of Stonington. It's also the location for Monarch
butterflies to gather before migrating south. Above right: “Downtown Esky,” overlooking the bay by Gladstone and
Escanaba.” Opposite page top: “Farm,” the quiet before the storm in Ishpeming. Bottom: “No Man'’s Land,” an abandoned

paper company in Escanaba.
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Photos - Katelyn Cutler, kMc Photography
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RAMBLINGS | Mike Buda

Road Trippin’

ere taking a trip. A great
American road trip. The kind
every family yearns to go on
at least once. The kind Simon
and Garfunkel sang about in “America” (after
hitchhiking from Saginaw). Except this time,
Barbara and I are going out west alone.

We tried once, in 1991, to make the
trip with our boys, Dan and Jon, then 12
and 10. For once, we were prepared. The
Voyager minivan was packed for fishing,
camping and hiking, and intermittent
motel stops were scheduled as a reprise
from mosquitos and dirt. We made it all
the way to Newton, IA, the first day. We
went to sleep there with dreams of sleep-
ing under the stars in Rocky Mountain
National Park the next night.

In the early morning, Dan woke feverish,
so stiff-jointed he couldn’t walk, achy all
over and puffed up. The symproms were
very similar to what, a decade later, would
be called West Nile Virus, a mosquito-
borne virus that can be fatal to humans
and horses. We were scared. With help
from the motel folks, we contacted the
Children’s Center at the University of Iowa
Medical Center and then drove 85 miles
back east to check Dan in. The doctors
and nurses there were outstanding. Every
infectious-disease specialist on staff exam-
ined him. Finally, they admitted they were
stumped but were convinced whatever he
had wasn’t fatal.

We stayed overnight in a local hotel, ate
pizza and watched “The Hunt for Red
October” on HBO. We returned to the
hospital in the morning. Then and there
the doctors killed our great adventure.
Although they didn’t know what was
wrong with Dan, he was too sick to go
camping away from medical care. They
told us to go home, and that’s where we
spent the rest of our three-week vacation.
With school and sports competing for
time, we never again got a chance to put
together a vacation this long,. After several
months, Dan recovered fully (“We think,”
we tease him).

Just a few weeks after we came home, a
newspaper told of a virus outbreak among

children in Texas that presented
symptoms similar to Dan’s, and was
given the name Palomino Virus.
Barbara shared the news clipping
with the doctors at UL We specu-
lated that Dan may have come into
contact with the virus from a Texas
student attending Michigan State
University’s summer camp for kids
the week before we left on our trip. We'll
never know for sure, but we'll always feel
warmly toward the folks in lowa—even
when they play the Spartans—for their
care and kindness.

That virus must have done something
to Dan, because he now lives in Texas and
has cowboy boots.

We've taken other family trips, but not
all together to the West Coast. Jon lived in
San Diego for awhile; I helped move him
in a quick road trip a few years ago, and
we flew to visit him there. But Barbara
and I have not yet taken that quintessen-
tial American western road trip together. I
think we should go while we can.

Our mid-point goal is Yosemite
National Park, where we hope to avoid
being swept over a waterfall. On the way
out, we'll see Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone
National Park, the California coastline,
and wine country. We'll visit friends and
family scattered along the way, including
my mom and dad, who just moved into a
new assisted care home in Minnesota.

After Yosemite, we'll head south to San
Diego and then east to Phoenix. More
family. The next leg of the trip will most
likely be through magnificent southern
Utah, which Barbara has not seen, then
east through Colorado and the Nebraska
flatlands, up to Chicago to see Jon, and
back home to Mason. Or, maybe we'll
drive all the way to Austin to see Dan and
friends before swinging north.

This trip will be different in one impor-
tant way: technology. We'll have GPS, cell
phones, ebooks and an iPod loaded with
traveling music. They didn’t exist in 1991.

Much of this trip goes through electric
co-op country, wide-open spaces where
there are few people, but plenty of cattle

Photo - iStockphoto.com/Maridav

Yosemite Falls

and crops. After working for Michigan
electric co-ops for 30 years, I should feel
right at home. Maybe we'll bring along
a co-op directory just in case something
goes wrong,

In case you're thinking we should spend
our travel time in Michigan, T'll say that
we're familiar with every nook and cranny
in the state. It’s time for something new.
When we return, Michigan’s attractions,
like Mackinac Island, Pictured Rocks and
Sleeping Bear Dunes, will still be among
our favorite places.

Which reminds me of a newly married
couple from England we met last year
on Mackinac. They drove 15 hours from
Philadelphia so the bride could spend
one night in the Grand Hotel, where the
movie “Somewhere in Time” takes place.
That’s a serious travel commitment.

Are we pushing it to try doing this in
three weeks? If we can’t, I will feel like a
real wimp after reading that a 68-year-
old woman and her husband just biked
over 2,300 miles in 41 days from Texas to
Michigan to attend her 50th high school
reunion.

If you have any suggestions for our trip,
like places to see, great restaurants or bak-
eries, let us know (mike.f.buda@gmail.
com). We'll add you to our email list for
travel updates.

Thanks for joining us.

Mike Buda is editor
emeritus of Country Lines.
Email Mike at mbuda@
countrylines.com or comment
on bis columns at
countrylines.com/column/
ramblings
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1S YOUR HEATING BILL EXCESSIVE?

Are you tired of fossil fuel prices spiraling upward every year - even as oil companies set new records for
profit? Then switch to a WaterFurnace geothermal heat pump. A WaterFurnace geothermal system uses the
clean, renewable energy stored in your backyard to save up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. It’s
the environmental equivalent to planting an acre of trees or taking two cars off the road. It's good for the
environment, it's great for your budget and thanks to a 30% federal tax credit, now is the best time to act.
Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer or visit waterfurnace.com right now for more information.

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Bad Axe
B & D Heating
(989) 269-5280

Berrien Springs
WaterFurnace Michiana
(269) 473-5667

Big Rapids
Stratz Heating & Cooling
(231) 796-3717

Caro
All-Temp Heating
(989) 673-5557

Charlevoix

Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 547-1035

Cheboygan
Jim’s Handyman
(231) 627-7533

Carsonville lonia Petoskey

Certified Temperature Innovations Home Experts Ballard’s and Great Lakes

(810) 300-7748 (800) 457-4554 Plumbing & Heating
(231) 347-3900

DeWitt Kalamazoo

S & J Htg & Clg E M Sergeant Palms

(517) 669-3705 (800) 530-1363 Lakeshore Improvements
(989) 864-3833

Gaylord Lapeer

Porter & Heckman
(810) 664-8576

Family Htg & Clg
(989) 732-8099

Traverse City
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(231) 943-1000
Grand Rapids
Montgomery Htg & Clg
(616) 459-0261

Hart
Adams Htg & Clg
(231) 873-2665

Michigan Center
Comfort 1 Heating /
Lenawee Heating
(517) 764-1500

D&W Mechanical
(231) 941-1215

Webberville
Applegate Home Comfort
(800) 377-2272

Mount Pleasant
Walton’s Htg & Clg
(989) 772-4822

Harbor Springs

Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating

(231) 526

W ater-Furnace. N




PG
Alger DeltaElectric

ALGERDELTA.COM

o3

We're All About You.

October is National Cooperative Month! Electric cooperatives are not-for-profit utilities owned by those
who receive their services. Our philosophy is simple, and defined by the following principles.

Open Membership | Member Control | Economic Participation

Independence | Education & Training | Cooperation | Concern for Community

Alger DeltaElectric

ALGERDELTA.COM





