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2231 Main Street
Ubly, MI 48475-0157

1-800-327-0166 or 989-658-8571
E-mail: tec@tecmi.coop

www.tecmi.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Huron County

Randall Dhyse                       	 Treasurer
Kinde

Beth McDonald                     	 Secretary
Bad Axe

Donald Wolschleger 	 Vice President
Harbor Beach

Sanilac County
Leonard Briolat                    	 Director
Ubly

Kim Nunn	 Director
Croswell

Duane Kursinsky	 Director
Sandusky

Tuscola County
Carl Cousins	 Director
Millington

Karl DeSimpelare	 Director
Unionville

Louis Wenzlaff	 President
Kingston

Dallas Braun	  General Manager

PAYMENT STATIONS
Huron County

Bad Axe – Northstar Bank
Pigeon – Northstar Bank

Tuscola County
Akron – Northstar Bank            
Caro – Northstar Bank            
Mayville – Mayville State Bank
Millington – Mayville State Bank

Visit Thumb Electric’s website:

www.tecmi.coop
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M a n ag e r s co lu m n

Dallas Braun
General Manager

A New Year

Caro Warehouse 
employees from left:
Rick Ewald, Brandon 
Bruce, Logan Tibbits, 
Brandon LeGault, 
Paul Voss, Richard 
Timko, Jeff Swick and 
Mike Reece.

Ubly Office employees 
from left: Clint Seidl, Doug 

Diem, Debbie Peruski, Angie 
Zagorski, Janice Sageman, 

Jennifer Roberts, Vicki 
LaBuhn, Michelle Braun, Jim 

Philp and Brad Essenmacher.

Ubly Warehouse employees from left: Clarence Maurer, Al Rutkoski, Dennis Smalley, Jim 
Vogel, Mike Cleland, Mike Affer, Ray Kwiatkowski, Mike Kozlowski, John Zagorski and Ken O’Berski.

It’s January—the time when we 
make personal reflections on 
the past year and look forward 
to the new. It’s the time when 

New Year’s resolutions are made 
enthusiastically. Some of these 
resolutions make it through the 
year, while others fade away as 
the months pass, and some (like 
most of mine) don’t make it past 
day two.

At Thumb Electric, we do something 
very similar. We look back at the accom-
plishments we made during the past year 
and set goals for the new one. Whether it’s 

the past achievements or the new 
year’s goals, there is one common 
factor that is crucial to the suc-
cess of each—the 29 dedicated 
employees that work at your 
electric co-op. They all do their 
part to provide the best service 
available and ensure the delivery 
of safe, reliable and affordable 
electric service to 12,300 homes 

and businesses throughout our service area. 
On behalf of all the Thumb Electric 

Co-op employees who take care of the sys-
tem, we wish everyone a happy and fulfill-
ing New Year!
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Special Election Notice
for TEC Members

In March 2013, a nominating committee of nine Thumb Electric Cooperative 
members will meet to select a slate of candidates for one director position in 
each of the three counties served by the cooperative.

Positions currently held by Randall Dhyse, Kim Nunn and Louis Wenzlaff will 
be voted on at the 2013 annual meeting.

Any co-op member interested in running for a district director position should 
write a letter to the Thumb Electric nominating committee chairperson prior 
to Feb. 11, 2013, indicating his or her interest in being nominated.

The committee will review the prospective nominee’s qualifications to determine 
whether they meet bylaw requirements and whether he or she should be put 
on the ballot.

If you would like more information, please contact the co-op’s general manager, 
Dallas Braun, at 800-327-0166 or 989-658-8571.

Annual Meeting Notice
Saturday, June 8, 2013

Cass City Recreational Park
Business meeting begins at 10 a.m. 

Thumb Electric Cooperative’s right-of-way 
clearing program will proceed as weather 
permits in the following townships of 
Sanilac County:

All lines in Speaker, Lexington, Buel, Elk, 
Lower Sanilac (lines south of M-46), Wash-
ington, and Watertown townships.

Partial lines in Elmer Township: Townline Road between Applegate and Walker roads. 
Corners of Walker, Frenchline, and Applegate roads where they intersect with Townline 
Road; Bridgehampton Township: Church Road between O’Connell and M-46 & Basler 
roads at the corner of Church Road.

Please call Thumb Electric at 989-658-8571 or 800-327-0166 if you have any 
questions or concerns.

Tree-Trimming 
Schedule

Notice to Members of 
Thumb Electric Cooperative

Case No. U-15821
2011 Renewable Energy Plan 

Annual Report Summary
The Michigan Public Service Commission 
(MPSC) requires all Michigan electric 
utilities to get approximately 2 percent 
of their power supply from renewable 
sources by 2012 and increasing to 10 
percent by 2015.

Under this requirement, Thumb Elec-
tric Cooperative submits an annual 
report to the MPSC regarding its Renew-
able Energy Plan. As of 2011, Thumb 
acquired approximately 3,053 renew-
able energy credits, which is enough to 
satisfy the renewable energy standards.

A full copy of the cooperative’s Renew-
able Energy Plan annual report that was 
filed with the MPSC is available on the 
cooperative’s website at tecmi.coop or 
by request at Thumb’s office.

Staying Safe With 
Portable Generators
Carbon monoxide hazards:

• 	Always use generators outdoors. Never 
use them in homes, garages, basements, 
or enclosed areas, even with ventilation.

•	 Install battery-operated or plug-in (with 
battery backup) carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarms in your home, and follow manu-
facturer instructions. Test alarms often 
and replace batteries when needed.

Electrical Hazards: 

•	 Plug appliances directly into the gen-
erator or use a heavy-duty outdoor-rated 
extension cord.

•	 Never plug a generator into a wall out-
let or connect it to your home’s wiring. 
If whole-house use is required, have a 
licensed electri-
cian install the 
equipment to 
safely connect 
emergency 
generators.

Contact Thumb Electric Cooperative at 
989-658-8571 with any questions about 
using your generator safely!
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Attention all Thumb Electric Co-op 

members and employees who are 

chefs, cooks, cupcake war enthusi-

asts, or just someone who loves to 

prepare food. We are compiling a 

cookbook and we want your favorite 

recipes—from drinks and desserts to 

main courses! Don’t be afraid to send 

several  recipes, as we will need 300 

or more to publish a nice size book. 

Please fill out the entry form below 

and send it along with your recipes 

to Thumb Electric by May 1, 2013, 

or email to tec@tecmi.coop

Share Your Recipes for 

A Co-op Cookbook!

Yes! I want to contribute to a cookbook by Thumb Electric Co-op 
members and employees. Please use my enclosed recipes.

Name (please print)_ ___________________________________________________

Mailing Address_ ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number________________________________________________________

Email________________________________________________________________

Include this entry form and mail your recipes by May 1, 2013, to: 
Cookbook, Thumb Electric Cooperative, 2231 Main St., Ubly, MI  48475-0157

Or email the above information along with your recipes to tec@tecmi.coop.

Why Does the 
Power ‘Blink’?

M ost of us have experienced returning 
home or awakening late for work to 
see a blinking “12:00” on the digital 

alarm clock. Then, you have to reset every 
digital clock in the house that doesn’t have a 
battery backup. Usually, this event is caused 
by a “blink” in the electrical system.

While blinks are annoying, they actually 
show that the system is working properly. 
And, while your co-op has taken steps to 
reduce the number of blinks across its system, 
there are steps you can take, too.

These short power interruptions can occur 
anywhere along a system—from the time 
electrons are generated at a power plant to 
when they travel across transmission lines to 
substations and then to your home. 

Blinks are created when a breaker, or 
switch, opens along any part of the system. 
The breaker usually opens because of a large, 
quick rise of electrical current, which can 
occur when a tree branch touches a line, 
lightning strikes, or a wire breaks.

As this happens, a relay senses the “fault” 
and tells the breaker to open, which pre-
vents power flow to the problem site. The 
breaker quickly closes again, but the brief 
delay allows the fault to clear and usually 
lasts under 2 seconds. If the fault clears, every 
home or business receiving electricity off that 
line experiences a blink. This could include 
thousands of accounts if the breaker protects 
a transmission line or substation.

Thumb Electric Cooperative operates an 
active vegetation maintenance program and 
works hard to identify and fix service inter-
ruption sources. Even though blinks will 
never disappear, by working together we can 
minimize their effect and frequency.

You can reduce some of the frustration 
of blinks by buying an alarm clock with a 
battery backup. These models offer “ride 
through” ability for momentary outages. 
With a charged battery in place, it will also 
keep the correct time and sound an alarm 
in case of a long outage. These devices only 
use the battery during a power interruption.

Blinks affect all electrical equipment. If 
one occurs when you are using a computer, it 
may crash and need to re-boot, with possible 
corruption or loss of files. An uninterrupt-
ible power supply (UPS) on your computer 
can help prevent such loss. The UPS uses 
surge suppression technology with a battery 
backup to give you time to save what you were 
working on and exit the computer properly.



y  �Gas furnaces/boilers

y  �Geothermal systems 

y  �Air-source heat pumps 

y  ��Wall, ceiling and floor  
insulation

y  �Duct, pipe, water  
heater insulation 

y  �Ventilation fans 

y  �Clock thermostats

y  �Thermal windows, storm  
windows, insulated doors and 
storm doors

y  �Controlled electric heat systems

Call 800-327-0166 or 989-658-8571 to schedule a home 

energy analysis. We will show you how much money you can save. 

Energy Efficiency 
Loan Program

Thumb Electric Cooperative

A geothermal unit uses  
renewable energy from the earth 
and can heat, cool and also heat 

the water in your home.

Thumb Electric Cooperative has expanded its Energy Efficiency Loan Program 

for existing homes. Qualified members of existing homes may borrow up to 

$15,000 at 7 percent interest, payable over seven years for the following home 

improvements—water heaters and central heating and air conditioning systems 

that reduce energy consumption, including:
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ONLINE: michigan-energy.org     PHONE: 877.296.4319  

Energy Optimization programs and incentives are applicable to Michigan service locations only. 
Other restrictions may apply. For a complete list of participating utilities, visit michigan-energy.org.

SAVEON.
You’re in for a great new year. Our most popular 
Energy Optimization REBATES are back by popular
demand! You can now choose from more than 
50 easy ways to save energy at home or work. 

� FREE refrigerator recycling 
�$15 Rebate Outdoor CFL light fixtures
�$20 Rebate ENERGY STAR dehumidifiers 
�$20 Rebate ENERGY STAR refrigerators
�$50 Rebate Electric water heaters 
�FREE online home audit and energy-saving kit 
�$150 Rebate ECM furnaces

Get $30 to recycle your 
old refrigerator

Y ou know the story. The clock strikes 
midnight and millions of people 
make resolutions to change. But, if 

something is working great, why fix it? Our 
thoughts exactly. Thumb Electric Coopera-
tive is keeping its most popular 2012 Energy 
Optimization (EO) rebates for 2013. It’s 
your turn to save this year.

Reducing energy use is a win for every-
one—homeowners, businesses, and the 
buildings themselves. Did you know that 
one of every two people prefer to make his/
her home more energy efficient instead of 
more beautiful because of the short- and 
long-term benefits? That’s because saving 
energy gives you more control, increases 
your freedom, and improves your home.

The list at right shows the energy rebates 
your fellow Michiganders used the most 
in 2012. All of these rebates help you save 
energy easily, keep you comfortable, and 
provide the best value.

Find more rebates at michigan-energy.
org. Email (michigan-energy.org/contact) or 
call (877-296-4319) with questions about 
applications or product eligibility.

Energy Optimization Rebates:

  Rebate & Features	 Incentive Amount 

ENERGY STAR® dehumidifier.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20 
Choose any ENERGY STAR model; use 15% less energy

Efficient HVAC—furnaces with electric commutated motors (ECMs).. . . . . . . $150 
Effectively converts energy to generate heat instead of energy waste;  
save as much as $800 in the next 10 years

electric Water heaters.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50 
0.93 energy factor (EF) or higher

Heat pump water heaters.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 
Heat pump model 2.0 EF or higher

ENERGY STAR refrigerator.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20 
FREE appliance recycling; choose any ENERGY STAR model; use at least 15% less energy

Online home audit (Home Energy Optimizer). . . FREE Energy-Saving Kit ($30 value) 
Pinpoint where your home wastes energy; access at michigan-energy.org, select your energy 
provider, and click  “Home Audit”; receive free EO kit (contains five CFLs, energy efficient 
aerators, and a showerhead) when you complete the online assessment.

Back By Popular Demand!

Attention Farmers! The Energy Optimization Farm Program invites you to get a free  
engine block heater timer. Call 877-296-4319 or visit michigan-energy.org/heatertimer.
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M a d e I n M i c h i g a n   |   Nick Edson

T ired of being “bullied by the 
snow,” Paul Starner and Jerry 
Schichtel, of Traverse City, 
decided to fight back.

They created the Snow Bully, a four-
wheel steel shovel with a 34-inch blade 
that clears snow easily.

“It was an invention of necessity,” says 
Starner, a Cherryland Electric Cooperative 
member who’s in charge of marketing the 
product that Schichtel created.

“I have a lot of physical challenges and 
I don’t move around very well. I needed 
something to move snow with that didn’t 
take very much effort,” Starner explains. 
“That’s what the Snow Bully is.”

Five years ago, Schichtel watched 
neighbor Starner struggle as he attempted 
to use his snow blower. That gave Schichtel 
an idea. He and his brother had already 
created the prototype for the Snow Bully 
back in the 1940s when they were growing 
up on a farm. It was made out of wood.

After watching Starner finish up that 
day, Schichtel walked over and told him 
about his idea to re-create his wooden 
snow remover. 

Neighbors Create New 
Plow to ‘Bully’ Winter

Paul Starner demonstrates an eco-friendly, easy-to-use snow plow that he and his neighbor, 
Jerry Schichtel, developed and call the “Snow Bully.” Their website is TheSnowBully.com. 

and we’re in the process of creating attach-
ments for the Snow Bully. We’re working 
on a scraper blade, a garden cart basket, 
and we’re also looking at an eco-mower. 
That would make this something you can 
use year-round and not use any gasoline.”

So far, the Snow Bully has been an 
internet hit.

“We’ve sold it to as far away as 
Newfoundland,” Starner explains. “And in 
the states, from Washington to Maine and 
then from New York to North Carolina. 

“Social media is the new way to market. 
Not only do we have our internet site, we 
post videos on YouTube,” Starner adds. 
“Jerry and I really don’t see the product 
after we give the okay to have it made. 
People agree to buy it online, pay for it 
through their PayPal account, and then it’s 
shipped from Blissfield. It’s all pretty clean.”

And it’s all pretty satisfying to Paul 
and Jerry.

“There’s nothing more frustrating to me 
than moving snow,” Starner says. “That’s 
why the ‘Snow Bully’ is great….it’s just 
simple. You don’t need to have much 
upper body strength to move snow.”

Starner listened, and then asked Schich-
tel to make a modern version. It took five 
attempts, but they finally came up with 
a product both liked, and so they shook 
hands and became partners.

The next step was finding someone to 
produce the Snow Bully. Starner, who has 
spent his career in the real estate business, 
searched the state and found Mark Good-
man of MDG Welding in Blissfield.

“Last winter was our first selling the 
Snow Bully, and wouldn’t you know it, 
we didn’t get much snow,” Starner laughs. 
“Still, we sold 161 of them. 

It sells for $249, plus $29.95 shipping in 
the U.S.

“We market our product on the 
internet,” Starner says. “People can go 
to our website and do it all—read about 
it, see pictures and videos of it in action, 
and then order it. The orders go directly 
to Mark Goodman in Blissfield and UPS 
ships them from his business.”

Starner not only likes the ease of using 
the Snow Bully, he calls it “eco-friendly.”

“You use calories, not gasoline,” he says. 
“It is very friendly to the environment, 
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Green Thumb Home Heating

All-Temperature Geothermal Systems 
1000 E. Sanilac Rd., Caro, MI 48723 
989-673-5557

Ameriheat, Justin Faber 
2891 E. Forester Rd., Deckerville, MI 48427 
810-376-4534

B & D Heating, Cooling & Plumbing 
1148 North Van Dyke, Bad Axe, MI 48413 
800-515-1117

Burkhard Plumbing & Heating 
638 E. Huron Ave., Bad Axe, MI 48413 
989-269-7532

Certified Temperature Innovations 
3107 Custer Rd., Carsonville, MI  48419 
810-300-7748

Cosenza Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
6725 E. Sanilac Rd., Port Sanilac, MI 48469 
810-622-8347

ES Sheetmetal, Gene Root 
9450 Belsay, Millington, MI 48746 
989-871-2067

Geo Renew Systems, Inc. 
3045 Grange Hall Rd., #7, Holly, MI 48442  
248-531-0325

Geomasters, Inc., Plumbing & Heating 
57 Ward St., Croswell, MI 48422 
810-679-2251

Geothermal Systems of Lapeer, LLC 
6689 Orchard Lk. Rd. #188 
West Bloomfield, MI 48322, 810-240-2116

Holland Heating and Cooling 
9160 Lapeer Rd., Davison, MI 48423 
810-653-4328

Ingell Refrigeration 
1115 4th St., Port Huron, MI 48060 
810-982-4226

J & B Plumbing & Heating 
7641 Pigeon Rd., Pigeon, MI 48755 
989-453-3931

Jack McCain Plumbing & Heating 
9651 Weale Rd., Bay Port, MI 48720 
989-453-2277

Kowaleski Heating & Cooling, LLC 
3977 Ruppel Rd., Port Hope, MI 48468 
989-428-3371

Annual Operating Costs

Fuel OilPropaneCorn 
Burner

Electric 
Baseboard

A/A with 
LP Gas

Natural 
Gas

Geothermal

$2,525

$3,550

$2,780

$1,520$1,600

$1,300

For an Average 1,800 Sq. Ft. Home
(45,000 BTU heating load, 20,000 BTU cooling load)

Factors Used: Electric Baseboard, Air-Source Heat Pump and Geothermal–based on TEC’s 
6.05¢/kWh dual-fuel rate. LP gas–based on $2/gal. and 90% efficient furnace. Fuel Oil–based on 
$3.50/gal. and 80% efficient furnace. Natural Gas–based on $1.08/therm., 90% efficient furnace 
including $9/mo. service charge. Corn–based on $8/bushel. (Electric baseboard and corn operating 
costs do not include air conditioning.)

Kulek Heating & Air Conditioning 
14421 Jeddo Rd., Yale, MI 48097 
810-387-4452

Kundinger & Kroll 
31 E. Main St., Sebewaing, MI 48759 
989-883-2770

Lakeshore Improvements 
Plumbing & Heating 
7825 Big Gulley Rd., Palms, MI 48465 
989-864-3833

Michigan Energy Services 
8445 Main St., Whitmore Lake, MI 48189 
888-339-7700

NRG Control 
3690 Washburn Rd. 
Vassar, MI 48768 
989-670-2543

Newton-Johnson Plumbing & Heating 
112 N. Main St., Vassar, MI 48768 
989-823-2341

Orton Refrigeration 
31 W. Sanilac Rd., Sandusky, MI 48471 
810-648-2252

Preferred Heating 
7736 Arendt, Melvin, MI 48454 
810-378-5454

Priority Service by Porter & Heckman 
3056 Davison Rd., Lapeer, MI 48446 
810-644-8576

Shetler Plumbing & Heating 
7184 Nitz St., Pigeon, MI 48755 
800-547-3651

Superior, Inc. 
3442 Cemetary Rd., Cass City, MI 48726 
989-872-3305

Thumb Cooling & Heating 
5599 Pochert Rd., Port Hope, MI 48468 
989-428-4948 
And: 837 South State, Caro, MI 48723 
989-672-4948

Geothermal is a simple technology that uses the earth’s renewable energy to 
provide high-efficiency heating and cooling. In winter, the system draws heat 
from the ground and transfers it to your home. In summer, it extracts heat from 
your home and transfers it to the ground. Contact the energy experts at Thumb 
Electric Cooperative at 800-327-0166 for honest answers on your energy 
choices, or call any of the trained and certified installers listed here.

$3,500

$3,000

$2,500

$2,000

$1,500

$1,000

$500

0

JUST
$600
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