Flush out your arteries —
with oats!

Ease arthritis — with
honey!

Keep your brain sharp —
with blueberries!

“The #1 Cause of Big
Bellies — It’s Not
What You Think!”
(By Frank K. Wood)
If you want to discover foods that will
lower your blood pressure, cut your risk of
heart disease, help you lose weight, and
more — while trimming your grocery
spending, too! — you need Your Body Can
Heal Itself: Over 87 Foods Everyone Should
Eat, an informative new book just released
to the public by FC&A Medical Publishing®
in Peachtree City, Georgia.
You’ll be amazed to know your kitchen is
full of proven remedies — right now! See
the delicious fruit juice that can help keep
your mind sharp, the tasty sweet treat that
can give you a good night’s sleep, and the
easy breakfast favorite that can lower your
cholesterol. And that’s just the tip of the
iceberg!
The authors provide many health tips
with full explanations.
� One miracle food contains nutrients that
coat your arteries like a non-stick spray!
� #1 cause of big bellies: Trim your waistline
by switching to a tastier alternative!
� Before you use an herbal supplement,
make sure it’s safe by checking here.
� Get a good night’s sleep when you munch a
handful of this fruit before bedtime.
� One extra serving a day of this fruit can
fight strokes, obesity, and heart disease!
� Drink it to boost bones and battle osteoporosis. Surprise! It’s not milk.
� Cut your risk of memory failure in half!
Just eat this once a week. Incredible!
� Don’t lose your vision! Eat the foods that’ll
keep your eyesight sharp for years to come.
� This little fruit not only fights off pesky
infections, it actually works when antibiotics don’t!
� The berry that may protect your vision!
� How a healthy 50¢ meal can help you lose
weight and lower your cholesterol!
� The most important food you can eat —

for more energy, a more youthful body, and
longer life.
� Slash your risk of Alzheimer’s with just 3
glasses a week!
� The 6 most dangerous foods in the country:
One could be on your breakfast plate!
� Foods that lower your blood pressure, cut
your risk of heart disease, and lose weight!
� Common spice blocks inflammation, helping you ward off arthritis, heart disease, and
Alzheimer’s!
� Delicious three-in-one remedy soothes a sore
throat, stops a cough, plus helps you sleep.
� Digestive problems, joint pain, fatigue, and
more could be caused by this common food
ingredient!
� Want to live a longer, healthier life? Then
you should eat this twice a week.
� The seasoning that can help reduce deaths
from heart disease, diabetes, and high blood
pressure.
� Eat this cereal daily and help prevent constipation, colon cancer — even weight gain!
� The most inexpensive meat goes from tough
to tender ... with just a tablespoon of this
pantry item.
� Save $50 to $150 a month on the foods
you love when you follow these 9 shopping
secrets.
� Crush your cravings for sweet snacks with
one simple secret. Try it. It’s easy!
� Give your arteries a good scrub naturally
with this food.
� Little-known herbal medication can help
reduce dementia symptoms and make people more cheerful!
� Just one serving per day lowers your risk
of heart disease and stroke by 11%!
� One creamy, delicious food fortifies the
immune system, bolsters bones, and helps
you lose weight!
� Lose weight, lower cholesterol, and improve
insulin levels with this fruit!

� One healthy oil lowers cholesterol and
blood pressure, plus it relieves constipation,
naturally!
� Avoid high blood pressure and add delicious flavor to your meals with spices rich in
antioxidants.
� What type of fruit should you avoid? You’ll
find it in nearly every store.
� This could be your body’s first line of defense
against stroke, high cholesterol, and heart
damage.
� Gain strength, stay sharp, and keep your bones
strong with this energy-boosting power food!
� Arthritis pain? Try ginger!
� If you’re feeling bloated or gassy, reach for
this tropical treat.
� Sweep artery-clogging cholesterol right
out of your system with this little seed.
� Have it before dinner, and you’ll eat less.
Weight-loss secrets your doctor doesn’t tell
you.
� Keep your energy up throughout a busy morning with this fruity, high fiber breakfast.
Learn all these amazing secrets and more.
To order a copy, just return this coupon with
your name and address and a check for
$9.99 plus $3.00 shipping and handling to:
FC&A, Dept. 3F-3103, 103 Clover Green,
Peachtree City, GA 30269. We will send
you a copy of Your Body Can Heal Itself.
You get a no-time-limit guarantee of satisfaction or your money back.
You must cut out and return this coupon with your order. Copies will not be
accepted!
IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER
EXPIRES FEBRUARY 24, 2010
All orders mailed by February 24, 2010
will receive a free gift, Lose 150 Pounds in
15 Months, Naturally: Your Handbook to
Permanent Weight Loss, guaranteed.
©FC&A 2010
Order right away!

January 2010
Vol. 30, No. 2
Editor
Gail Knudtson
Design Editor
Cindy Zuker
Ad Assistant
Jennifer Hansen
Executive Editor
Michael Buda
Publisher
Michael Peters

Michigan Country Lines, USPS591-710, is published monthly,
except August and December,
with periodicals postage paid
at Okemos, MI , and additional
offices. It is the official publication
of the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association, 2859 W. Jolly Rd.,
Okemos, MI 48864.
Subscriptions are authorized
for members of Alger Delta, Cherryland, Cloverland, Great Lakes,
HomeWorks Tri-County, Midwest
Energy, Ontonagon, Presque Isle,
and Thumb electric cooperatives by
their boards of directors. Subscriptions are $6 per year.
Postmaster: send address
changes to Country Lines, 2859 W.
Jolly Rd., Okemos, MI 48864.
Letters to the editor should be
sent to the same address. Phone
517-351-6322. E-mail: knudtson@
countrylines.com.
Association officers are Brian
Burns, PIE&G, chairman; Ken
Swope, Midwest Energy, 1st vice
chairman; Tony Anderson, Cherryland, 2nd vice chairman; Eric
Baker, Wolverine Power, secretarytreasurer; and Steve Boeckman,
Great Lakes Energy, past chairman. Michael Peters is president
and CEO.
Unsolicited letters, photos and
manuscripts are welcome. Country Lines, however, will not be
responsible for their safe keeping
or return.
The appearance of advertising
does not constitute an endorsement of the products or services
advertised.
Display ad representatives:
Michigan–Al Mateus
877-649-5620
National–The Weiss Group
480-860-5394
National Country Market
512-441-5200
Change of Address: Please notify
your electric cooperative. See
page 4 for contact information.

January 2010

10

10
12
14

Lighting the World

Co-op efforts deliver power and hope to over 100 million people across
the globe. Megan McKoy

A Diverse Solution for Energy

Using a combination of technologies, we could slow, halt and eventually decrease carbon
dioxide emissions while still getting safe, affordable and reliable electricity. Scott Gates

Building Tomorrow’s Co-op Leaders
A Hesperia Girl Scout troop earns the “Co-ops for Community” patch.
Jan Tableman

c o lumns
Comment Michael Peters

9
16
22
24
30

30

18

Deal with carbon in Congress, not EPA

Our Kids Linda Wacyk
It’s January. Got bills?

House & Home James Dulley
Geothermal heat pumps

Outdoors* Don Ingle
When the blizzard hits
Right at Home Jim Hough

Farewell to Paradise

d e pa r tm e nts
Readers’ Pages

6
18
20
24
26

Letters, Mystery Photo

Home Cooking
Lobster

Energy Wise
Space heaters

Wolverine Power*

Walloon Lake Trust and Conservancy

Country Lines Marketplace
Classifieds from readers

*Not in all editions
Pages specific to your electric
utility are: 1, 4-5, 8, 25, 28-29, 32

ourenergy.coop

M ichigan ’ s E lectric
C ooperatives
countrylines.com

cover*
Jim and Darl Hough have moved from Paradise to a new home in East Lansing.
The long-time Country Lines columnist reflects on page 30. Photo: Roger Boettcher
countrylines.com

3

Alger Delta Cooperative
Electric Association
Getting Off To A Great Start
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Darryl Small, Big Bay
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very New Year is like starting over
improved?” It’s a proven fact that this
on a clean sheet of paper. The
phrase, written on nearly any product,
promise of each new start is to do
will get the attention of the most jaded
more, do better, or
consumer. People who pass
do both. I think Americans
by the same old product on
love New Year’s Day for
the grocery store shelf for 100
two reasons: 1) because it
or more weeks in a row will
has the word “new” in it,
pause and consider changing
and 2) because of what it
their behavior because it
represents—a clean slate.
has the word “new” written
Americans love the word
on the package. “New and
“new.” When first discovered
improved” is the quickest,
by Europeans, this land
easiest way to get attention
was commonly referred
for a laggard product or
to as the “New World.”
brand because Americans
Manager’s Column
When you really think
love all the possibilities these
Tom Harrell
about it, that phrase holds
words represent.
out a lot of promise—a “new world”
How many people do you know (maybe
is a big idea. In those days, the phrase
you’re one of them) who have a list of
represented unlimited possibilities and
New Year’s resolutions? The only reason
the opportunity to start with something
we make them is because we hope that
uninhabited, unspoiled, unpolluted
this year we really will follow through
and unstained, with the possibility of
on all those promises to ourselves. It has
molding and shaping the New World
been said that you can make the future
into the image of those who settled it.
into whatever you want it to be, and most
That is a lot of potential and possibility.
Americans see New Year’s Day as the best
The people who came to the New World
time to begin building a new and different
were not only up to the challenge, they
future.
were the kind of people who relished the
So, 2010 is here and with it, all the
opportunity. Since we’re their descendents, expectations and promise of a new year
it’s no wonder that Americans love the
and decade.
word “new.”
Alger Delta Co-op is poised to start the
“New” is a powerful word in advertising year off on the right foot, too. Every New
and marketing, too. How many times
Year is a new budget, new challenges and
have you heard the phrase “new and
new opportunities—2010 is no exception.

Tom Harrell
General Manager
tharrell@charterinternet.com
Office Headquarters:
426 North 9th St.
Gladstone, MI 49837
Office Hours/Phone:
M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
906-428-4141 • 1-800-562-0950
FAX: (906) 428-3840

Tip of the Month
Replacing just four 75-watt incandescent light bulbs
with four 23-watt compact fluorescent equivalents will
save almost $200 over the life of the bulbs.
Source: Alliance to Save Energy

algerdelta.com
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Your Co-op Achieves Safety Accreditation

A

lger Delta Cooperative recently
became safety accredited by meeting
the requirements of the Rural Electric
Safety Accreditation Program (RESAP).
The RESAP program is administered by
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) in Alexandria, VA.
Safety accreditation is a voluntary program
and its main purpose is to help electric co-ops
achieve excellence in their safety practices.
It also recognizes and rewards co-ops for
above-average safety performance.
To achieve this accreditation, Alger Delta
submitted to a two-part process that took
about six months. The first part consisted
of an on-site evaluation by a team of trained
observers. The team is made up of certified
safety professionals from other safety accredited utilities and the insurance industry. This
team spent three days evaluating Alger Delta’s
facilities, vehicles and equipment, safety and
security procedures, operational procedures,
and interviewing employees about their
knowledge and understanding of safety
related work practices.
The second part of the process involved

submitting an application whereby Alger
Delta must demonstrate how it documents
safety related work practices, reporting procedures, policies, health
related activities, accident investigations,
corrective measures,
training, and other
safety functions. This
portion also evaluates the co-ops’ documentation efforts and
records that have been
maintained over the
past three years.
“Safety accreditation is a notable achievement because it requires teamwork from
the board room to the pole yard,” explains
Tom Harrell, Alger Delta’s general manager. “This program looks at a lot of detail
over a three year period and that means we
have to be serious, committed, and have a
long term outlook in order to achieve safety
accreditation.”
Harrell adds that safety accreditation takes
a total team effort and all the staff at Alger

Co-op Adopts Revised Bylaws

T

he Alger Delta board of directors
recently approved a new version
of the co-op’s bylaws. Alger Delta
policies require a periodic review of the
bylaws and the board assigned this task
to the policy committee, with input from
the manager and the co-op’s attorney. The
board voted unanimously to adopt the
proposed revisions.
“Most of the bylaws remain unchanged,
however, some have been revised to align
with state and federal law or to reflect
common industry practices,” says Alger’s
general manager, Tom Harrell. Harrell
cited the section on indemnification
(protection against hurt, loss or damage) as one example. Harrell says that
in the previous version of the bylaws,
indemnification was covered in one short
paragraph. Now there are three sections
dealing with the same issue. “Perhaps this
is reflective of the society in which we now
live. In any case, we are taking steps to
protect the members, directors and the
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cooperative as a whole,” Harrell explains.
Two new areas addressed in the revised
bylaws are vegetation management and abandonment of membership. Members are now
required to allow “reasonable and customary”
vegetation management where trees interfere
with the safe and reliable operation of the
power system. The co-op is held accountable for its efforts by several authorities that
measure the frequency and duration of power
outages. Some of these authorities also define
what makes up reasonable and customary
practices, which include tree trimming and
removal, mowing brush, and applying herbicides to control future growth.
According to the revised bylaws, abandonment of membership is when a member has
been disconnected from the electric system
for more than 12 months. When a member
abandons their service, the co-op has the right
to remove its equipment, which may include
poles, wires, transformer(s) and meters, that
were used to deliver electricity to the building or facility. This frees the equipment to be
countrylines.com

Delta deserve credit for doing their part to
achieve it. Harrell cites Jim Dahn, Alger
Delta’s safety coordinator, and Ray Bouvet
of the Michigan Cooperative Electric Association,
for their leadership in the
overall effort.
“Jim Dahn went the
extra mile,” Harrell says.
“He worked very hard to
keep the effort moving
forward.”
“As his title implies,
Jim coordinated a lot
of the action, including
the observation team and their activities,”
Harrell adds. “Plus, he is the recordkeeper
for much of the documentation required by
the program.”
Ray Bouvet was cited for an outstanding
job of coaching Dahn and guiding the rest of
the employees through the overall process.
There are 530 safety-accredited electric
co-ops in the U.S., and Alger Delta is the
fifth Michigan co-op to achieve this important standard.
used elsewhere and eliminates or reduces
costs that are incurred by maintaining
under-utilized equipment.
Other bylaws changes include:
u clarifying references to the Michigan
Public Service Commission (MPSC)
where it no longer exercises regulatory
authority (Alger Delta is now memberregulated);
u removal of references to load management programs (these requirements are
addressed in power supply contracts);
u changing the minimum age at which a
person may run for director from 21 to 18
(this is consistent with the “legal age”);
u improved language on how members
shall be notified of public meetings;
u a clearer definition of the treasurer’s
responsibilities;
u new language to ensure our nondiscrimination clause complies with Michigan
legal requirements; and
u removal of the 30-minute waiting period
before voting at district meetings.
A copy of the revised bylaws can be
printed or viewed online at algerdelta.com
or by calling 906-428-4141.
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Carbon and Climate
Your “Comment” (Nov/Dec,
2009) does an excellent job of
describing just how misguided
legislation requiring an 80 percent reduction of GHG [greenhouse gas] emissions by 2050
is. I think an important point
you missed is that technology
cannot be invented by simply
passing a law requiring it. Your
examples show clearly that new
technology is required. The
current legislation is all about
raising taxes, but does little to
grow the technology required.
Once the technology is
discovered that is economical compared to conventional
energy supplies, then you can
encourage it with tax policy.
Legislation will only create
winners and losers—but for
sure will do it wrong or create other problems that are
not knowable today. Ethanol
and windmills show what

can happen to companies
that invest in governmentcreated industries without solid
economics.
Dave Lamp, via email
The last paragraph of Mr.
Peters’ “Comment” says it all.
We need nuclear generation
plants, clean-coal fired power
plants, and carbon capturing
technology. Without these new
and improved old technologies,
the American taxpayers will
eternally be paying billions of
$$$$ in taxes and user fees.
Lou Schomberger,
Pellston/Paradise
Unfortunately, a large number
of people have been misled by
the threat of “global warming/
climate change.” For those who
believe in this theory should
view the documentary, “Not
Evil Just Wrong.” It provides a
balance to this theory. Mackinac Center reports that the
U.S. Energy Information
Administration found that,
“emissions here have been better controlled than in other
countries,” even by those
who signed the Kyoto Protocol. “Carbon dioxide emissions

mystery photo
Everyone who identifies the correct location of the photo below by
Feb. 10 will be entered in a drawing for a $50 coupon redeemable
for electricity from your electric cooperative.
Call in your entry to Country Lines at 517-351-6322, ext. 306, email
jhansen@countrylines.com, or mail it to Country Lines, 2859 W. Jolly
Road, Okemos, 48864. Include your name, address, phone number
and co-op. The winner will be announced
in the March 2010 issue.
The Nov/Dec contest winner is Myrna
Smith of Walkerville, who correctly
identified the South Pier Light in
Pentwater, featured in the Nov./Dec.
issue of Country Lines.
Nov./Dec. photo

Do you
know
where
this is?
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from the burning of fossil fuels
only increased by 0.7 percent
in the U.S. from 2000 to 2006,
compared to 27.7 percent in
India, 45.8 percent in Malaysia, and 103 percent in China.”
Requiring the U.S. to drastically reduce carbon dioxide
emissions without support for
the same around the world
puts the U.S. at a great disadvantage in the world economy.
Max Binkley, Williamsburg
I thought I’d do a little research
of my own. To meet the 2050
goal we would have to eliminate all modes of transportation, all power generation, our
complete economy, and about
20 percent of our current population. Our current CO2 content in the atmosphere is 500
percent less than it was during
the days of the dinosaur.
Looking at the real data
and not selected sets of data,
maybe we need to start looking at other causes of global
warming. One may be that the
alkalinity of the oceans is rising, causing the water temperatures to rise and the CO2 levels
to decrease. What is the cause
of the increased acidity in the
oceans? We all know the oceans
are the reason for temperature
moderation around the world.
As water temperatures increase,
so does the air temperature.
Maybe we have the whole
thing backwards.
Jim Capehart, DeTour

Survey Winners
Congratulations to
Cherryland Electric co-op
member James Heisenfeldt
for winning the top prize
of a 40-inch LCD TV in this
magazine’s reader survey,
conducted in November.
Survey results, to be shared
in future issues, will be used
to improve the magazine.

Volunteer Nominee
Hooray for Pauline Hancock,
she takes great care of homeless
animals.
Barbara Petersen

Thanks for the Recipe
Just want to thank one of
your contributors for a recipe:
Glenda Wuori of Hancock for
Banana Salad. My mother is on
the Memory Floor at a nursing home and they are having
a Christmas supper. The guest
is to bring a favorite dish of
the person. I asked Mom what
she would like and she said,
‘Banana Salad.’ I remember her
making it, but it was not something I cared for and never
paid much attention to it. After
searching, I finally found this
recipe, and I am sure this is it.
Please thank her for me.
Sharon Tob, via email

Wild Blueberries
Jim Hough’s article about Bill
McNamara, nominating him

Scholarships Offered
Each year, the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association
awards two $1,000 scholarships to qualifying applicants.
Individuals are chosen based
on their scholastic achievement
and extracurricular involvement
during their high school career.
The applicant’s parent or
guardian must be a member or
employee of a Michigan electric
co-op, and the applicant must
be planning to attend a Michigan college or school full-time.

Selection will be based on
grade point average, character,
leadership, academic achievement, extracurricular and
community activities, and
essay response.
Applications are available
at countrylines.com; click
on “Youth,” email wolford@
countrylines.com, or call 517351-6322, ext. 205, to request
an application by mail. Eligible applications must be postmarked by April 1, 2010.
Michigan Country Lines

Letters
as Wild Blueberry Hero, was a
great story. That he picked 250
quarts and can still stand and
walk is phenomenal! I would
like to nominate another man
as “My Blueberry Hero.”
He first is my hero because
he was a 101st Airborne paratrooper in WWII. He jumped
into Normandy on June 6,
1944. He trucked into Bastogne, Belgium, and went on
to the Eagle’s Nest in Austria.
George Koskimaki spends
his summers in the U.P. and
picks blueberries when they are
ready. He gives most of them
away, bringing them downstate
where many are baked into pies
at his church. Last year, George
picked 230 quarts. He recently
told me, “The berries were a
bit smaller this summer, so I
only got 170 quarts.” George
is 87, and he jokingly added,
“I slowed a bit on picking too,
because I had to carry my lawn
chair into the berry patch so I
could sit while picking.”
Charles Day, Lambertville
I so enjoyed the article “My
Blueberry Hero” in the Nov/
Dec 2009 issue. It is heartwarming and encouraging in
these stressful times to read
about folks like Mr. McNamara, and I appreciate Mr.
Hough’s articles. I always enjoy
checking out the recipes, too.
Thanks for your magazine.
Deanna Williams, Cheboygan

CFLs & LEDs
I like the idea of the LED
lights, and plan on purchasing some this year. I wonder
though, what is the average life
span of each individual light?
Simone Smith, via email
Unlike incandescent bulbs,
which die when the filament
breaks, LEDs gradually dim over
time. The lifespan of an LED is
rated as the point where lumens
drop to 50 percent of the original
output. A typical LED could last
8 years, based on 4 hours of use
per day.
January 2010

Why don’t we use the lumen
as a means of light intensity
rather than watts? Currently
we are given the comparison of
light emission from an incandescent lamp at so many watts
to a CFL, say, at a lower wattage rating. When I place them
side-by-side, the CFL reported
xxx wattage equivalent of
the incandescent lamp is no
where near as bright as the
incandescent.
I think there is some fudging
by the industry here. We don’t
traditionally see incandescent
lamp output given in lumens.
We just see how much energy
it consumes.
William Felmlee
Many brand name manufacturers do include light output on the
packaging, not the bulb. -ed.

Co-ops & Rates
The Nov/Dec issue had a letter from George Wellman that
needs to be broadcast, and
hopefully embraced, by all utility companies across America.
An excellent place to start is the
non-profit co-ops. A co-op’s
mission is not only to serve it’s
customers with affordable electric service but also, as Country
Lines demonstrates, to keep it’s
members informed and up to
date on public policy concerning energy. Over the last couple
years, the single issue obtaining
the most press has been our
growing energy dependence
and the direct conflict created
by the mounting evidence, and
growing public concern, with
global warming.
So what is Mr. Wellman’s
brilliant idea that we should
encourage our co-op to
embrace? Quite simply, [it’s]
adjusting [rates] to reward
less consumption vs. more.
All utility companies I have
known use a graduated scale
of pricing that rewards more
consumption: The more you
consume, whether it’s city
water, natural gas, or heating
oil, the less you pay per unit

of consumption. Ironically,
increased consumption generally leads to increased rates for
everyone. That calls into question the “use more, pay less”
fee schedules that are in place.
Such changes are always easier stated than implemented,
but I have little doubt that–
with enough public support,
and perhaps allowances for a
few exceptions to the rule that
may be required (i.e., homes
that use electric heat in the
winter)–management at our
co-op can help us achieve this.
[This change] will issue a
new era of heightened awareness towards consumption,
rewarding those who choose to
conserve rather than to consume. It will help keep energy
affordable for all, while also
helping preserve our planet for
future generations.
I feel so passionate about
making this concept a reality,

countrylines.com

I’d like to VOLUNTEER my
own services to help.
Jason Vallier

Beautiful October
Mother Nature “lives” near the
south end of Sugar Island, near
Sault Ste. Marie.
[This] photo taken of our
son’s cabin provides elaborate proof that, “Yes, Mother
Nature lives nearby,” and from
all indications has an elaborate crew of talented assistants.
The end result of Her recent
special endeavor is profoundly
breathtaking.
Eileen Hughes, Sugar Island
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Your Co-op

Home Energy

Rebates
To help you save energy and money, we offer an array of programs that help lower
your costs, and allow you to take advantage of energy efficiency rebates. For more
information, visit michigan-energy.org or call 877-296-4319.

Energy Star®

Residential HVAC Program

In the average U.S. home, lighting accounts for
about 20 percent of the electric bill. Americans
can save money and protect the environment by
installing Energy Star®-qualified lighting.
The easiest way to start saving energy is to
replace your current incandescent lightbulbs
with compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs).
An Energy Star®-qualified compact fluorescent lightbulb will save
about $30 over its lifetime and pay for itself in about six months.
It uses 75 percent less energy and lasts about 10 times longer than
an incandescent bulb. Your electric company is offering rebates on
the initial cost of these bulbs.
Current Energy Star program rebates for customers include:
y $1 off compact fluorescent lightbulbs.
y $50 rebate on the replacement of a clothes washer with a new
Energy Star clothes washer (must have an electric water heater).
y $10 rebate for the purchase of a Smart Power Strip.
Visit michigan-energy.org for rebate forms and information, or call
877-296-4319.

According to the Department
of Energy, as much as half the
energy used in your home goes
to heating and cooling. So,
upgrading your homes heating,
ventilating and air conditioning
(HVAC) system can make a big
difference in your utility bills.
Visit michigan-energy.org for
an application and rebate information, or call 877-296-4319.

Commercial & Industrial
Prescriptive Program
The Commercial and Industrial (C&I) Custom Program provides custom incentives to C&I customers for the installation of
innovative and unique energy-efficient equipment and controls.
Having a custom program allows efficiency measures and systems
to be installed for situations specific to that customer’s application or process. Incentives are to be offered on a per kilowatt and
kilowatt hour basis based on pre-approved engineering estimates.
This program targets energy savings equipment or processes as
well as applications with so much variability in operating characteristics that standardized savings cannot be assumed across the
customer base.
To be eligible for rebates, all C&I Custom Program applicants
must get written approval prior to starting work.
Call 877-296-4319 and select the “Commercial & Industrial Programs” option for details, or find forms at michigan-energy.org.
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Energy Efficiency Assistance
To qualify for the Energy Efficiency Assistance program, you must be eligible for the
Department of Energy weatherization program and your household income (see chart)
must be at or below the published federal
guidelines for this program. The following
services may be available through approved
weatherization agencies and subcontractors in your area:
uInstallation of compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFL).
uReplacement of inefficient refrigerators—based on on-site
testing —with high-efficiency Energy Star® refrigerators.
uInstallation of a high-efficiency variable speed motor (when
replacing gas furnace).
In Max. Household
uInstallation of insulation and infiltra- Persons
Family
Income
tion improvements.
1
$ 21,660
2
$ 29,140
uReplacement of other inefficient
3
$ 36,620
equipment, such as furnaces and water
4
$ 44,100
heaters, with high-efficiency equipment.
5
$ 51,580
6
$ 59,060
uInstallation of programmable ther7
$ 66,540
mostats—gas heating only.
8
$ 74,020
uEnergy conservation/weatherization
ideas for saving energy.
Contact your local Community Action Agency (CAA) or find your
agency by visiting michigan-energy.org under the Energy Efficiency
Assistance program heading.
Michigan Country Lines

