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Answers To Your Co-op
Questions

P

erhaps you remember getting
all points in-between have many of the
the March/April 2010 edition of
same questions.
Country Lines magazine and seeFor example, everyone wants to
ing the list of district
know, “Why can’t you just
meetings? The first meeting
put all the wires underwas March 4 at the Deerton
ground?” The main reason is
Town Hall. It was cold that
cost—converting overhead
day and there was still plenty
lines to underground lines
of snow on the ground when
is expensive. It is generI arrived. I wasn’t late, but
ally more cost-effective to
there were already about a
properly maintain the existdozen people waiting in their
ing overhead lines. With
cars. We carted the stuff in
new construction, however,
the door, got the coffee going,
underground may be the
Manager’s
and had the meeting. I told
more cost-effective choice.
Column
the crowd that since this was
In most cases, underground
Tom Harrell
the first district meeting of the
lines have a higher initial
year, they would have to sufcost but require less mainfer through while I took my PowerPoint
tenance over the long-run. But underprogram for a test flight. Much to their
ground lines aren’t problem-free, either.
credit, they stayed through the entire
Underground lines have a limited life
one-and-a-half hour presentation. At the
span before the insulation starts breakend, I took questions from the attending down from voltage stress. When
ees, and was expecting the first question
this happens, the lines may require
to be, “How come your presentation is
expensive maintenance or replacement.
so long?” Fortunately, co-op folks are a
So, we carefully consider all the known
friendly bunch. Even though they didn’t
factors when deciding between overask that question, I got a clue and shorthead and underground lines.
ened things up for the remaining eight
There is also always a member quesmeetings, which went well (some would
tion about electric rates at these distric
say because they went faster).
meetings. There are hundreds of factors
District meetings serve two important
that influence rates, including the cost
purposes—they offer you, as members
of wholesale power (which itself is influand owners of the co-op, an opportunity
enced by hundreds of factors), labor,
to participate in the democratic process
maintenance, insurance, taxes, fuel, interof electing directors to the board (see
est on debt, purchasing and maintaining
related story, p. 5), and to interact with
vehicles and equipment, construction
the co-op’s leadership.
costs, planned and unplanned overtime,
Alger Delta’s nine districts cover a
outages, and the weather—just to name
broad expanse of the central Upper
some of the big ones. These and many
Peninsula, stretching from Grand
other factors influence what the co-op
Marais to Big Bay to Shakey Lakes and
must charge in order to meet its revenue
Garden Corners. This area is so big
requirements and pay the bills. However,
that the weather is not usually the same since Alger Delta is a nonprofit business,
throughout our service territory. Even
we are always concerned about helping to
so, members from the four corners and keep electricity affordable.
Michigan Country Lines

Y o u r co - op

A Tale of Two Co-op Families

M

eet the Smith and Jones families,
who are neighbors on a small
lake near Marquette.
The Smiths have a nice threebedroom, two-bath, ranch-style house with a
large kitchen and deck. Eight years ago, they
downsized from their place in town, after the
kids were gone. They wanted enough room
to be comfy, but also have some weekend
guests and space for the kids and grandkids
for a week or so in the summer.
Smith still works, but is nearing retirement
and watching his pension and savings closely
to decide when the time is right. He and his
wife are really looking forward to retirement
and travel, but otherwise they’ll do some gardening and just enjoy living by a lake.
Until Mr. Smith retires, most days will be
a lot like today – he gets up at 7 a.m. and
starts the coffee pot before showering. The
couple has breakfast together, catching the
weather on TV. A tap on the opener sends
the garage door up as he leaves, and she won’t
be far behind to close it.
As he drives away, Smith takes a good look
at the Jones place for signs of movement or
anything out of place. It’s a habit he’s had
since moving here because it’s neighborly,
and the Joneses live in Chicago most of
the year.
The Jones and Smith homes are similar
(three bedroom/two bath), but a big difference is that the Jones place sleeps 10 people.
There are bunk beds and pullout sofas, cots
for the kids, and room for a tent outside. The
other difference is a huge deck, added a few
years ago so the family can enjoy cookouts
and viewing the lake when they’re all here
in July. A few relatives stay on some long
weekends, and the Joneses bring their parents
every year for a fall visit.
Near deer season, six men also use the
Jones place as a hunting base. Some years the
buck pole in the yard holds at least six deer;
sometimes less. Regardless of their success,
they always offer some venison to the Smiths.
Every July, the Joneses also invite the Smiths
over for a cookout to show their gratitude
for “keeping an eye on the place.”
Both families are Alger Delta Co-op members that, as their lifestyles reveal, recognize
the value of having electricity available at the
flip of a switch. However, they have different
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ideas about its necessity here. The Smiths
need electricity every day to pump water, heat
their home, use a computer, cook, open the
garage door, and so much more. To them, a
power outage is a huge inconvenience.
The Smiths even attended Alger Delta’s last
three district meetings to ask questions about
tree trimming and other vegetation management. At one meeting, they even reported a
large tree they thought might be a hazard to
the co-op’s power lines. They are anxious to
help make sure the power stays on, even while
they understand that outages will sometimes
occur, especially during storms.
The Joneses don’t want to see an outage
either, but if it happens, it happens. After all,
they’re on vacation from the hassles of city
living. Sometimes they see an outage as part of
the rustic charm of having a U.P. camp, and
the kids think it’s fun and adventurous.
The Jones family enjoys the thick barrier
of trees around their place because it muffles
noise and it’s peaceful to hear the wind in
the leaves. So, a few years ago, they weren’t
happy to find that the co-op had trimmed and
removed some of their trees, and they let the
co-op know it. They would rather the co-op
leave the vegetation alone, even if it means

having an occasional power outage.
Lost in this “tale of two co-op members” is
the co-op’s responsibility. Regardless of who
is connected to the system and how they use
energy, Alger Delta is charged with keeping
the lights on and maintaining its electric system to meet or exceed certain standards for
service reliability and quality. Each year, the
co-op’s performance is measured—relative to
the frequency and duration of outages—and
reported to state and federal agencies. The
less frequent and shorter duration, the better the performance rating. These measurements even account for things that are out
of the co-op’s control, like severe weather or
outages caused by animal contacts or vehicle
accidents. That leaves maintenance, meaning
tree-trimming and other vegetation management, pole and other inspections, and testing
of cables and equipment.
The Smith and Jones families are in different life-styles and stages, which means that
even though their homes are similar, their
electric bills will differ. They even have differing opinions about what should be done to
help keep the lights on. But they agree on one
thing—no matter when they walk through
the door, they want the lights to come on
when they flip a switch. Alger Delta wants
this, too, and that’s why we do everything
we can to keep providing you with reliable
service at the lowest possible cost.

Three Directors
Re-elected at
District Meetings

Representatives to Alger Delta’s board of directors are
elected at the co-op’s district meetings, and each year
three of the nine directors are up for election.
This year, Darryl Small was re-elected to District 1 (Big
Bay), for a total of nine years’ service; Paul Sederquist to
District 6 (Nathan/Bagley), with 21 years and currently
serving as president; and Dennis Gramm to District 9 (Hiawatha/Maple Ridge), with six years
of service. Each term is for three years.
At these district meetings, Tom Harrell, the co-op’s general manager, also gives an update
on activities. This year, he reported that work continues on rate restructuring. The current
rate is inappropriate for today’s economic climate and needs to change in order to ensure
adequate revenue for operations and address issues energy conservation and efficiency
issues. This restructuring is a multi-step process that needs to occur over an extended
period of time.
Harrell also reported on member regulation, Alger’s transition to WPPI Energy for its
wholesale power supply, power supply costs, decreasing energy sales, labor and benefit
costs, vegetation management, pole inspections, and other operational issues.
Alger Delta’s operating costs continue to rise while energy sales have declined or held
steady in recent years. For example, energy sales to seasonal members (as a group) was
$650,000 below budget in 2009. The decline is attributed to economic uncertainty and
related factors that force people to cut back on their recreational pursuits.
On a positive note, Harrell said the co-op has reduced power outages and overtime labor
costs (over 40 percent), and system reliability has improved. The savings is due to aggressive
vegetation management, maintenance, and fewer outages caused by severe weather.
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Letters

Support Michigan
I am from the Detroit area,
lived here for all of my almost
52 years. Most of my family
and myself have worked for
the auto industry and I have
worked directly for Ford Motor
Co. R&D for the last 17 years.
I am also not embarrassed to
say I am a Lions season ticket
holder, but go to very few
games in October or November. I spend most of those
months in northern Michigan.
There is nowhere else on earth
that I’d rather be in the fall.
We own 20 acres in Manistee county where we just built
a vacation home in late 2008.
We’ve spent countless vacations
in Da U.P., eh! My wife and I
have seen over 100 waterfalls
there and a large portion of
the lighthouses. We purchased
a plaque for my mother and
stepdad in the Marquette
Lighthouse tower that was to
be used for restoration. We
have gone out of our way to
vacation and spend money in
Michigan’s north country.
With all the jobs lost in
Michigan in the auto industry,
it is no wonder tax revenues are
down. My wife has been out of
work for a year-and-a-half and
my income is down over 30
percent, yet we still find a way
to visit the north. When are
the people of Michigan going
to learn to buy products from
Michigan/USA, which pay
Michigan income taxes, property taxes and corporate taxes
and quit buying from companies that send money back to
Japan, China and Korea?
A teacher friend was complaining to me about the state’s
financial crisis and how his
taxes are going up and [he’s]
losing benefits, yet he drives a
July/August 2010

Honda. Why is it so hard to
understand that even though
the Honda was “assembled”
in the USA the purchase supports Japan and not the Michigan workers who pay state
taxes and spend their money
in Michigan? While traveling
through the state I see so many
foreign cars, especially around
Traverse City.
I could go on, but I’ll make
my point. With our income
down around 40 percent and
job prospects as bad as they are,
if my wife loses her unemployment before finding a job, we
could lose our vacation home.
That will be one more family
not spending their money in
northern Michigan. When are
the people of this state going
to learn and stop sending our
potential tax revenue to Japan,
Korea and China?
Tony Burkel, Macomb Township

“Greener” Lawn
In his article, Brian Sloboda
(“A Greener Way to a Greener
Lawn,” June 2010) failed to
mention another alternative to
mowing or trimming a lawn,
reducing emissions, and using
less oil.
There are new products at
golehr.com that you might
be interested in: a propanepowered lawn mower and
gas trimmer. I have the trimmer myself. It is powered by
a 4-cycle motor. Emissions
are far less than with conventional fuels. The trimmer and
lawn mower use a 16-ounce
camping-style canister that
lasts two hours. The canister is
recyclable and in the future it
may be possible to re-fill these
containers.
The amazing thing is there
is no mixing of oil and the
canister can be removed and
used anytime with no worry
of it becoming “old.” Octane
ratings stay the same. The
trimmer and lawn mower are
a clear alternative to old methods while helping the environment. Cub Cadet makes

a propane-powered zero-turn
lawn mower.
Propane is a clean-running
fuel and it doesn’t require burning fossil fuels to create the fuel
to run it and it is in plentiful
supply. I hope others will begin
to use this equipment as I have
to help reduce emissions that
impact our planet.
I plant natural grasses and
plants in my yard so that I have
reduced my mowing to zero.
I trim my yard, but I burn
weeds with a propane “Weed
Destroyer” so that I eliminate
my use of chemical pesticides.
Jim Ege, Pentwater
Propane is a fossil fuel. Propane
is cleaner burning than gasoline,
but not as clean as natural gas
or electricity when used to power
equipment. In terms of emissions,
from higher to lower, the order
is gasoline, propane, natural gas,
electricity. –ed.

About Coal & Nuclear
I’d like to respond to a letter in
the May 2010 issue of Country
Lines.
It appears [the writer] is suffering from severe selfishness,
preferring to avoid any responsibility for encouraging profligate use of carbon-yielding
fuels rather than working, in
any way he could, to reduce
the negative impact that today’s
use of those fuels probably have
on his grandchildren—and
mine. If he were to adopt an
increased sense of altruism he
might find that he can look at
all children and know that he
has done something for all, not
just for his personal concepts of
what is best for our world.
Look outside your window
and you’ll discover there is a
world worth working to save.
Jon Wennerberg, Skandia
Physicians for Social Responsibility has information about
energy sources people making
decisions about those sources
should be familiar with.
Gerald Drake, MD, Petoskey
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Students Win
Scholarships

Ben Schell

Brandon Kieft

Brandon Kieft, a member of
Great Lakes Energy Cooperative, and Ben Schell, Cherryland Electric Co-op, have
each won a $1,000 scholarship from the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association
(MECA).
Brandon is the son of Paul
and Gina Kieft of Rothbury,
and a graduate of Montague
High School, where he was
active in varsity basketball and
soccer, and community service
and leadership organizations.
He plans a career in bio-medical engineering.
Ben is the son of Timothy
and Linda Schell of Traverse
City and a graduate of St.
Francis High School, where he
was active in community service and played varsity football, basketball and track. He
will attend the University of
Michigan and plans to pursue
a career in medicine.
A total of 156 scholarship
applications were received
by MECA, which publishes
Michigan Country Lines for
the state’s nine electric co-ops.

Recycled Paper
Michigan Country Lines is
now printed on recycled
paper from FutureMark
Paper, which taps the “urban
forest” of waste paper
thrown out in Chicago every
day. Using recycled paper
reduces the carbon emitted
in paper production, the
paper deposited in landfills,
and water and air pollution.
The energy to produce
recycled paper is about onehalf the amount required to
make paper from pulp.
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A Greener Way to a Green Lawn

Photo – Neuton

M

ost summer weekends are filled
with the sounds of splashing in
swimming pools, kids riding
bikes, and the steady din of
lawn mowers. Mowers and other gas-powered
equipment also roar to life to keep yards
looking trimmed and pristine.
However, these small engines emit a surprisingly large amount of pollution. By some
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
estimates, engines used to maintain lawns and
gardens account for 5 percent of total U.S.
air pollution. Although regulation of small
engines has not been a government priority,
new rules will go into effect in the next year
or two that govern these emissions.
The gas engines powering lawn mowers
and other yard equipment emit carbon monoxide, a colorless, odorless gas that is toxic
to humans. They also emit hydrocarbons
and nitrogen oxide that contribute to the
formation of ground-level ozone. Operating a gas-powered lawn mower for one hour
produces the same amount of smog-forming
hydrocarbons as driving an average car almost
200 miles, according to the EPA.
What’s more, gas lawn mowers are noisy –
just ask anyone who wanted to sleep in on a
Saturday morning when a neighbor decided
to get an early start on yard work.
Luckily for your lawn and neighbors,
options exist to help keep the grass groomed
while reducing air and noise pollution.

Neuton® battery-powered mowers run on a
rechargeable DURACELL® battery.

A manual reel mower is a great option.
These mowers have no engine, no fuel, and
use human power to operate. They have
zero emissions and operate with very little
noise. The cost of a reel mower starts at $70.
To maximize their effectiveness, the blades
should be sharpened regularly and the wheels
lubricated. These mowers can last years with
proper care. Though it’s still hard to push this
mower through tall grass, today’s models are
lighter and easier to maneuver than those of
several decades ago. They are best-suited for
smaller yards, although they can be used on
any size lawn. Just keep in mind: the bigger
the lawn, the more energy is needed from

Public Act 295:
The Clean, Renewable and Energy Efficient Act
Annual Energy Optimization Report
Alger Delta Cooperative Electric Association – MPSC Case Number U15813
Alger Delta contracted with the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association (MECA) to administer an Energy Optimization (EO) plan in order to comply with P.A. 295. MECA filed a
2½-year Energy Optimization plan with the MPSC on Feb. 18, 2009, as required by P.A. 295.
This EO plan was approved by the MPSC on May 12, 2009, and we began launching Energy
Optimization programs in June 2009.
In August 2009, CLEAResult Consulting, Great Lakes LLC, was selected to implement the
“Residential and Small Business Energy Star Program,” the “Commercial and Industrial Prescriptive Program,” and the Energy Optimization website at michigan-energy.org. CLEAResult has subcontracted with Franklin Energy and JACO to assist with EO program delivery.
In 2009, Alger Delta collected $56,733 through the Energy Optimization Surcharge and
spent $21,014, resulting in an overcollection of $23,929 that will be applied towards 2010
EO Program delivery expenses and goal achievement. Alger Delta achieved 21.7 megawatt hours of energy savings in 2009.
The full report can be obtained in the Alger Delta section of michigan-energy.org.
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whoever is doing the mowing!
Electric- and battery-powered mowers offer
another alternative. Like gas mowers, these
have a motor that spins a blade, which cuts
the blades of grass. They are quiet, emit no
direct pollutants, and are available in corded
or cordless.
Costs for a corded mower are similar to a
gas-powered machine, ranging from $150 to
over $400. However, they do have one very
limiting feature: they must be connected to
the house via an extension cord. As you can
imagine, users must be aware of where the
cord is at all times in order to avoid running
over it with the mower.
Cordless rechargeable mowers are more
convenient than their corded counterparts.
Some cordless mowers have a removable battery that can be charged inside the home and
placed in the mower when it is time to mow.
Costs range from $200 to over $500.
Rechargeable mowers are limited by the
life of the battery pack, so they may not be
best for large lawns. When shopping for a
cordless mower, look for information on the
size of lawn the mower can handle or the
minutes the mower will be able to run on a
single charge. Many cordless mowers claim
to handle one-third to one-half acre of yard
or have a cutting time of 45–60 minutes.
Actual times will vary depending on the
battery’s age, grass height, and how quickly
the user can get the job done.
In recent years, the choice in cordless mowers has expanded, with models introduced by
well-established companies like Toro® and
Black and Decker®, as well as newcomers like
Neuton®. But cordless mowers receive mixed
reviews. Given their higher price tag, careful
attention should be paid to the brand and
model being purchased, and online reviews
are a helpful resource in picking the right
one. Many retailers offer customer reviews
of products and these should be looked at
prior to purchasing.
Gas-powered lawn mowers can be found
on almost every street in America. However,
because of rising fuel costs and environmental concerns, more people are switching to
human-powered reel mowers or electric
mowers. These alternatives are a reliable and
attractive alternative to gas-powered models.
They pollute less, and perhaps most importantly, they won’t disturb your neighbor’s
summer nap.
– Brian Sloboda
Michigan Country Lines

