24
regular price $39.99

$

99
a month

for 12 months

over 120 channels locals

included!
(where available)

HD FREE for life!

Free

(with agreement)

Activation ($99 Value)

Free
&

18 channels for 3 mo.
(with agreement)

Free
2 Room

HD-DVR Upgrade

1 HD-DVR + 1 SD-DVR
($6/mo DVR service fee applies)

Over 200 HD chan

nels

Call Today

Free

ava
ilab
le!

1•877•508•4614
www.infinityDISH.com

Up to 6 Room
Installation

Respond

by:

010

08/28/2

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8 AM – MIDNIGHT EST • SUNDAY 9 AM – MIDNIGHT EST
OFFER ONLY GOOD TO NEW DISH SUBSCRIBERS • SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month agreement and credit qualification. If service is terminated before the end of agreement, a cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies. Programming credits apply during first 12 months. Free HD for life of current account; requires Agreement, AutoPay
with Paperless Billing. HBO/Showtime offer requires AutoPay with Paperless Billing; credits apply during first 3 months ($72 value); customer must downgrade or then-current price applies. Requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay and Paperless Billing. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All
equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH Network upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; lease upgrade fees apply for select receivers; monthly fees may apply based on type and number of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. HD
channel availability will vary based on package. 200 HD channels require subscription to additional packages and ViP® 922 receiver. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local channels may not be available in all areas. Offer is subject to the terms of applicable Promotional
and Residential Customer Agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. First-time DISH Network customers only. Offer ends 9/28/10. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME and related marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc.,
a CBS Company. InfinityDISH charges a one-time $49.95 non-refundable processing fee.
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A scene looking north to the Soo Locks, shot from the deck of the retired ice breaker
Mackinaw during a summer festival. Building on the left is Cloverland Electric Cooperative’s hydroelectric power plant. Photo – © Shawn Malone/LakeSuperiorPhoto.com
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Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op

Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op
19831 M-68 Hwy., P.O. Box 308
Onaway, 49765
Business Office & Billing: 989-733-8515
Toll-free: 1-800-423-6634

www.pieg.com
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Allen Barr, Chairman
231-625-2128
2591 Grant Siding Road
Cheboygan, MI 49721
John F. Brown, Vice-Chairman
231-625-2099
21 W. Devereaux Lake Rd.
Indian River, MI 49749
David W. Smith, Secretary
989-785-5345
P.O. Box 180
Atlanta, MI 49709
Daryl Petersen, Treasurer
989-742-3145
P.O. Box 54
Hillman, MI 49746
Allan Berg – 989-734-0044
1117 E. Heythaler Hwy.
Rogers City, MI 49779
Sally Knopf – 989-734-4196
1849 W. 638 Hwy.
Rogers City, MI 49779
Bernice Krajniak – 989-379-2727
13478 Carr Rd.
Posen, MI 49776
Robert Wegmeyer – 989-379-2311
16181 Beaver Lake Park Rd.
Lachine, MI 49753
Raymond Wozniak – 989-766-2498
6737 State St.
Posen, MI 49776
President & CEO
Brian J. Burns
PIE&G’s natural gas operations are not regulated
by the Michigan Public Service Commission.
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Mission Continues Despite
Denial of Wolverine Permit

I

technical merits of Wolverine’s
f you haven’t heard the disapapplication, as is required by law,
pointing news, the Michithe state has all but taken away
gan Department of Natural
one potential option WolverResources and Environment
ine is creating in pursuit of its
(DNRE) has denied the air qualmission—securing long-term,
ity permit for the Wolverine
reliable and affordable power
Clean Energy Venture power
supply for its member-owners.
plant. Wolverine Power CoopMoreover, the state has comproerative is PIE&G’s wholesale
Brian J. Burns
energy supplier.
President & CEO mised Wolverine’s due diligence
responsibility and requisite busiAfter nearly 1,000 days, the
ness judgment.
DNRE defended its decision based on
As to the project’s need and cost, I
need and cost rather than the project’s
can assure you that each is paramount.
compliance with appropriate air emission
Wolverine and PIE&G work diligently
laws, rules and regulations (see page 24).
on your behalf to make your electricity
The permitting process speaks volumes
about the dysfunctional nature of the state affordable. Our missions require us to. We
have accomplished
much toward this
Michigan Public Service Commission
goal over the last
Comparison of Monthly Residential Bills
decade (see table).
1,000 kWh/month
July 2000 June 2010 10-year Difference
Like PIE&G,
Wolverine
is a notAlpena Power Co.
$79.00
$127.59
$48.59
for-profit cooperative
PIE&G
$91.00
$114.98
$23.98
with a clear and
sound mission,
Note – In 2000, PIE&G monthly residential bills were $12 above unfettered by a
Alpena Power; 10 years later, PIE&G bills are $12.61 below.
profit motive. And
regardless of the
obstacles placed before them, PIE&G and
bureaucracy, in general, and to politics,
Wolverine will continue providing reliable,
more specifically.
affordable power.
By failing to make its decision on the

Your Board In Action

At their April and May 2010 regular and special meetings, the PIE&G Board of
Directors:
• S trategized on retiring capital credits on a systematic basis and the subsequent consequences of this action.

• Discussed Advanced Metering Infrastructure and Automated Meter Reading technology, developments and opportunities.
• L istened to status reports on communication plan and balanced scorecard.
• R ecognized 1st quarter write-offs of $19,991.71 for electric and natural gas service.
• A pproved revisions to Strategic Plan and “Board Policy #21–Conflict of Interest.”
• A uthorized long-term debt of $3 million.
• A pproved new memberships for March and April.
• A ccepted team reports of CEO Burns and CFO Sobeck.

Michigan Country Lines

PIE&G Communities
First Fund Awards
Scholarships

T

hrough the voluntary round up of its
members’ electric and natural gas billings, the Presque Isle Electric & Gas
Co-op Communities First Fund provides
grants and scholarships for use in communities in the co-op’s service area. The Fund’s
board of directors recently
awarded scholarships equaling $2,400 over the next two
years to the following 2010
Nicolette
high school graduates:
Olree
Nicolette Olree, daughter
of Douglas and Shelley Olree
of Onaway, graduated from
Onaway High School. She
plans to attend North Central
Michigan College to pursue
biology.
Janice
Janice Ciarkowski, daughCiarkowski ter of David and Grace
Ciarkowski of Posen, graduated from Posen High School
and plans to attend Alpena
Community College to pursue business administration.
Tyler Armantrout, son of
Tyler
Roger and Cherelynn ArmanArmantrout trout of Levering, graduated
from Pellston High School
and will pursue the utility
technician program at Alpena
Community College.
The family of A. Barkley
Travis has funded a $500
Chelsea
memorial scholarship honorStevens
ing the former PIE&G general manager. Chelsea Stevens, daughter
of Drew and Karen Stevens of Hillman, is
the first recipient of this award. She plans
to attend Alpena Community College and
pursue a nursing degree.

PIE&G offices will be closed
Monday, July 5,
for Independence Day
and Monday, Sept. 6,
for Labor Day.

Have a safe and happy
summer!
July/August 2010

Representing PIE&G at Teen Days this year were (L-R): Rachael Hunt, Jasmine
Materna, Debbie LaLonde, Esther Hardies, Christian Tollini, and Brook
Szymoniak. Esther was chosen to represent the co-op in Washington, D.C.,
in June for the Rural Electric Youth Tour.

Learning the Co-op Way

A

iming to inspire the next generation of co-op leaders, six
Michigan electric co-ops recently sponsored 29 high school
sophomores and juniors from across the state to participate
in a three-day “electric camp.”
The annual Michigan Electric Cooperative Teen Days event gives Rachael Hunt, and all
participants the opportunity to learn hands-on about staying safe the other participants,
learned to climb a
around electricity and how to use it efficiently, information on careers utility pole.
in the electric industry and at their local electric co-op, and how the
cooperative business model works.
Held at the Kettunen 4-H Center near Tustin, students had the opportunity to ride in a
bucket truck, strap on gear and climb a utility pole, and they even formed a mock board of
directors while learning how their co-op plays an important part in their communities.
Learn more about co-op programs for teens by visiting countrylines.com, and clicking
on “Youth.”

Public Act 295:
The Clean, Renewable and Energy Efficient Act
Annual Energy Optimization Report
Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op – MPSC Case Number U15820
Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op contracted with the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association (MECA) to administer an Energy Optimization (EO) plan in order to comply with P.A. 295.
MECA filed a 2½-year Energy Optimization plan with the MPSC on Feb. 18, 2009, as required
by P.A. 295. This EO plan was approved by the MPSC on May 12, 2009, and we began launching energy optimization programs in June 2009.
In August 2009, CLEAResult Consulting, Great Lakes LLC, was selected to implement the
“Residential and Small Business Energy Star Program,” the “Commercial and Industrial Prescriptive Program,” and the Energy Optimization website at michigan-energy.org. CLEAResult has
subcontracted with Franklin Energy and JACO to assist with EO program delivery.
In 2009, Presque Isle collected $142,703 through the Energy Optimization Surcharge and
spent $71,715, resulting in an overcollection of $70,988 that will be applied towards 2010
EO Program delivery expenses and goal achievement. Presque Isle achieved 34.1 megawatt
hours of energy savings in 2009.
The full report can be obtained in the Presque Isle Electric & Gas Co-op section of michigan-energy.org.

countrylines.com
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Letters

Support Michigan
I am from the Detroit area,
lived here for all of my almost
52 years. Most of my family
and myself have worked for
the auto industry and I have
worked directly for Ford Motor
Co. R&D for the last 17 years.
I am also not embarrassed to
say I am a Lions season ticket
holder, but go to very few
games in October or November. I spend most of those
months in northern Michigan.
There is nowhere else on earth
that I’d rather be in the fall.
We own 20 acres in Manistee county where we just built
a vacation home in late 2008.
We’ve spent countless vacations
in Da U.P., eh! My wife and I
have seen over 100 waterfalls
there and a large portion of
the lighthouses. We purchased
a plaque for my mother and
stepdad in the Marquette
Lighthouse tower that was to
be used for restoration. We
have gone out of our way to
vacation and spend money in
Michigan’s north country.
With all the jobs lost in
Michigan in the auto industry,
it is no wonder tax revenues are
down. My wife has been out of
work for a year-and-a-half and
my income is down over 30
percent, yet we still find a way
to visit the north. When are
the people of Michigan going
to learn to buy products from
Michigan/USA, which pay
Michigan income taxes, property taxes and corporate taxes
and quit buying from companies that send money back to
Japan, China and Korea?
A teacher friend was complaining to me about the state’s
financial crisis and how his
taxes are going up and [he’s]
losing benefits, yet he drives a
July/August 2010

Honda. Why is it so hard to
understand that even though
the Honda was “assembled”
in the USA the purchase supports Japan and not the Michigan workers who pay state
taxes and spend their money
in Michigan? While traveling
through the state I see so many
foreign cars, especially around
Traverse City.
I could go on, but I’ll make
my point. With our income
down around 40 percent and
job prospects as bad as they are,
if my wife loses her unemployment before finding a job, we
could lose our vacation home.
That will be one more family
not spending their money in
northern Michigan. When are
the people of this state going
to learn and stop sending our
potential tax revenue to Japan,
Korea and China?
Tony Burkel, Macomb Township

“Greener” Lawn
In his article, Brian Sloboda
(“A Greener Way to a Greener
Lawn,” June 2010) failed to
mention another alternative to
mowing or trimming a lawn,
reducing emissions, and using
less oil.
There are new products at
golehr.com that you might
be interested in: a propanepowered lawn mower and
gas trimmer. I have the trimmer myself. It is powered by
a 4-cycle motor. Emissions
are far less than with conventional fuels. The trimmer and
lawn mower use a 16-ounce
camping-style canister that
lasts two hours. The canister is
recyclable and in the future it
may be possible to re-fill these
containers.
The amazing thing is there
is no mixing of oil and the
canister can be removed and
used anytime with no worry
of it becoming “old.” Octane
ratings stay the same. The
trimmer and lawn mower are
a clear alternative to old methods while helping the environment. Cub Cadet makes

a propane-powered zero-turn
lawn mower.
Propane is a clean-running
fuel and it doesn’t require burning fossil fuels to create the fuel
to run it and it is in plentiful
supply. I hope others will begin
to use this equipment as I have
to help reduce emissions that
impact our planet.
I plant natural grasses and
plants in my yard so that I have
reduced my mowing to zero.
I trim my yard, but I burn
weeds with a propane “Weed
Destroyer” so that I eliminate
my use of chemical pesticides.
Jim Ege, Pentwater
Propane is a fossil fuel. Propane
is cleaner burning than gasoline,
but not as clean as natural gas
or electricity when used to power
equipment. In terms of emissions,
from higher to lower, the order
is gasoline, propane, natural gas,
electricity. –ed.

About Coal & Nuclear
I’d like to respond to a letter in
the May 2010 issue of Country
Lines.
It appears [the writer] is suffering from severe selfishness,
preferring to avoid any responsibility for encouraging profligate use of carbon-yielding
fuels rather than working, in
any way he could, to reduce
the negative impact that today’s
use of those fuels probably have
on his grandchildren—and
mine. If he were to adopt an
increased sense of altruism he
might find that he can look at
all children and know that he
has done something for all, not
just for his personal concepts of
what is best for our world.
Look outside your window
and you’ll discover there is a
world worth working to save.
Jon Wennerberg, Skandia
Physicians for Social Responsibility has information about
energy sources people making
decisions about those sources
should be familiar with.
Gerald Drake, MD, Petoskey
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Students Win
Scholarships

Ben Schell

Brandon Kieft

Brandon Kieft, a member of
Great Lakes Energy Cooperative, and Ben Schell, Cherryland Electric Co-op, have
each won a $1,000 scholarship from the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association
(MECA).
Brandon is the son of Paul
and Gina Kieft of Rothbury,
and a graduate of Montague
High School, where he was
active in varsity basketball and
soccer, and community service
and leadership organizations.
He plans a career in bio-medical engineering.
Ben is the son of Timothy
and Linda Schell of Traverse
City and a graduate of St.
Francis High School, where he
was active in community service and played varsity football, basketball and track. He
will attend the University of
Michigan and plans to pursue
a career in medicine.
A total of 156 scholarship
applications were received
by MECA, which publishes
Michigan Country Lines for
the state’s nine electric co-ops.

Recycled Paper
Michigan Country Lines is
now printed on recycled
paper from FutureMark
Paper, which taps the “urban
forest” of waste paper
thrown out in Chicago every
day. Using recycled paper
reduces the carbon emitted
in paper production, the
paper deposited in landfills,
and water and air pollution.
The energy to produce
recycled paper is about onehalf the amount required to
make paper from pulp.
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Members Get
$30 to Recycle
Old Appliances

Staying Safe

A

pretty amazing story was posted
recently by an organization called
SafeElectricity. It involved two teens
in Indiana, Lee Whittaker and Ashley Taylor,
who were driving down the road with some
friends when their car started to fishtail. Lee
tried to keep the vehicle on the road, but
before he knew it he was sliding into a utility
pole—and that pole came down, lines and
all, right on top of his overturned car.
Now, most folks faced with this situation
would do what comes naturally: get out of
the car. But Lee and Ashley knew better. Less
than a week earlier they had attended a safety
demonstration at their school sponsored by
their local electric co-op. One of the key
messages relayed was, “stay in your car if it
ever hits a power pole, where you’ll be safe
from any electrical current.”
The two did just that, and kept their
friends in the car and family members at a
safe distance once they arrived. As a result,
the entire group walked away with just a few
minor injuries. However, without a basic
knowledge of electrical safety, the outcome
that night could have been much different.
The electricity Presque Isle Electric &
Gas Co-op provides day-in and day-out is a
phenomenal resource, powering our modern
lifestyles in a safe, reliable and affordable way.

But electricity must be respected: If safety isn’t
made a priority, what changes our lives for
the better could change them for the worse
in an instant.
Lee and Ashley know this from experience,
and we’re striving to keep you informed about
electrical safety so you don’t have to learn a
similar lesson the hard way.
Safety has been a part of the fundamental
culture at PIE&G since day one. Being an
electric lineworker is ranked by the U.S.
Department of Labor as one of the top 10
most dangerous jobs, on the same list as fishing, logging and military service. We demand
that not only those in the field, but employees
at all levels make safety a top priority.
As part of our safety commitment, please
take time to learn how you can be safe
around electricity at home. Spending just
a few minutes with some helpful resources
can make all the difference when you’re
faced with an unsafe situation. For more
abou electrical safety, visit our website at
pieg.com, as well as SafeElectricity.org and
Electrical-Safety.org.
Hopefully, there won’t be any stories about
PIE&G members getting into sticky situations like Lee and Ashley. But if there are,
a few minutes spent studying safety today
could ensure a happy ending.

C

hances are, that old, secondary refrigerator or freezer running in your garage
or basement is also running up your
electric bill. That’s because these older, inefficient appliances can use three times as much
energy as newer models, which can add up
on your electric bill. But now there’s an easy
solution! We’ll pick up your older working
appliance for free, and you’ll pick up $30
in cash! Getting rid of that old refrigerator
can also help you save up to $150 annually
on your electric bill. So, do something good
for yourself, good for the environment, and
lower your energy bills, too.

Program Requirements
1. The refrigerator or freezer must be clean,
empty and in working condition.
2. The unit must meet the size requirement, which is 10-30 cubic feet.
3. You must be a current electric customer
of PIE&G.
4. You must provide clear and safe access
to your appliances for the removal team.
They will not risk injury or be able to move
personal effects or modify your home (e.g.:
remove door or railings) to remove the
unit(s).
Visit michigan-energy.org and enter your
zip code to schedule an appliance pick-up by
an Energy Optimization contractor.
If you have questions about the recycling
program, or to schedule your pickup date by
phone, call 877-296-4319. Rebates subject
to change and availability.

Residential Rate Comparisons for MPSC-Regulated Electric Co-ops
As of June 1, 2010

cooperative

Presque Isle
Cloverland Electric
Midwest Energy
Great Lakes Energy
Thumb Electric
Ontonagon REA
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Monthly Bill
500 kWh

Monthly Bill
1,000 kWh

$63.49

$114.98

$63.59
$64.89
$66.37
$67.93
$99.19

$117.06
$117.78
$120.74
$127.85
$186.37
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