In today’s economy, wise purchases are more important than ever. With the skyrocketing price of fossil fuels, homeowners around
the world have found that WaterFurnace is a smart choice. WaterFurnace geothermal comfort systems operate at a fraction of
the cost of ordinary systems, saving you money every month. That’s because WaterFurnace geothermal systems tap into
the clean, renewable energy in your own backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. For more
information and an analysis of savings potential, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer. It’s money in the bank.
YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS
Bad Axe
B & D Heating
(989) 269-5280

Carsonville
Certified Temperature Innovations
(810) 300-7748

Ionia
Home Experts
(800) 457-4554

Berrien Springs
WaterFurnace Michiana
(269) 473-5667

DeWitt
S & J Htg & Clg
(517) 669-3705

Kalamazoo
E M Sergeant
(800) 530-1363

Big Rapids
Stratz Heating & Cooling
(231) 796-3717

Gaylord
Family Htg & Clg
(989) 732-8099

Lapeer
Porter & Heckman
(810) 664-8576

Caro
All-Temp Heating
(989) 673-5557

Grand Rapids
Montgomery Htg & Clg
(616) 459-0261

Charlevoix
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 547-1035

Hart
Adams Htg & Clg
(231) 873-2665

Michigan Center
Comfort 1 Heating /
Lenawee Heating
(517) 764-1500

Cheboygan
Jim’s Handyman
(231) 627-7533

Harbor Springs
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 526-6859

Mount Pleasant
Walton’s Htg & Clg
(989) 772-4822
Muskegon
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(800) 922-3045

waterfurnace.com
(800) GEO-SAVE
©2011 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

Petoskey
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 347-3900
Palms
Lakeshore Improvements
(989) 864-3833
Traverse City
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(231) 943-1000
D&W Mechanical
(231) 941-1215
Webberville
Applegate Home Comfort
(800) 377-2272
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Co-op Connections Card Puts
Value in Your Wallet

A

savings of 10 to 60 percent on
prescription drugs. The logo
and information on the back
of your card is recognized at
over 60,000 national, regional
and local pharmacies. The
pharmacy discount has been
used nationwide by TouchRobert Hance
stone Energy co-op members,
President/CEO
resulting in a combined savings of nearly $20 million on
A Money-saving Tool
prescriptions.
Sometime in March or April, you will
During these tough economic times, it’s
receive a mailing from the Co-op Connechelpful to find ways to save money, and
tions program. Don’t throw this away, as it
Midwest Energy is getting ready to offer
includes a program introduction and your
you a tool to do just that. We are joining
own Co-op Connections card. That’s all
other Touchstone Energy® co-ops serving
some 22 million member-owners in offering the Co-op Connections®
program. This card-based
member benefit program is
designed to deliver added
value by offering valuable
discounts at participating local
and national businesses.
The program is simple and
free to use. Using your Co-op
Connections card, you will
have access to discounts that
have been established nationwide by other member-owned
e by mail
card to com
r
u
o
y
r
fo
electric cooperatives. Thousands
h
Watc
April.
in March or
of national and local vendors
participate, giving you many ways to save
you need to start enjoying the savings! And
money as you buy goods and services.
while you start saving, Midwest Energy
The card also offers online discounts
will work with businesses in and around
for over 100 national retailers such as
our service territory to develop offers that
Barnes&Noble.com, Hertz rental cars,
you can take advantage of right in your
Best Western hotels, and ProFlowers.com.
own backyard!
Log-on to connections.coop to check out
Our chief priority is and always will
the national and online discounts, and use
be keeping the lights on, but your coopthe easy search engine to find discounts
near home or anywhere you plan to travel. erative is also committed to bringing
additional value to our members and the
Save on Prescriptions, Too
communities we serve. The Co-op Connections program is just another way to
One of the newest and most valuable
accomplish that goal. That’s the cooperabenefits is the pharmacy discount. While
tive difference.
it is not insurance, the discount can mean
s your electric utility,
it’s important for
Midwest Energy
Cooperative to provide
you with safe and reliable power.
But our service and commitment
go beyond the wires as we strive
to offer additional value that can
positively impact our members
and our communities.
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Your Co-op

Co-op Energy Day

I

n December, Kathy Sheldon’s fifth grade students at Adrian
Middle School threw out the books and worksheets and
rolled up their sleeves to learn about energy efficiency and
conservation. Sheldon implemented the hands-on curriculum
after participating in a train-the-trainer program offered by
Midwest Energy Cooperative last November.
“I was so eager to bring this back to my students and let
them learn these concepts through hands-on experimentation. It becomes so much more real when they can see the
information and principles in action versus just hearing
about it,” Sheldon said.
Sheldon said her students were very excited about using
the energy curriculum. At each of the four learning stations,
they worked in groups to develop a hypothesis, then test the
hypothesis and log the results. “It was exciting to see them
connect the dots between what we had studied and what
they were seeing in action,” Sheldon said.
At the end of the unit, each student will be
given an energy efficiency and conservation
kit to take home and use with their families.
“Kids are sponges at this age, and to teach
and equip them skills that they can take back
to their homes and families, and ultimately
carry with them into adulthood, is invaluable,” she added. “I’m so thankful I had the
chance to participate with the initial training
and bring it back to my school.”

Above: Teacher Kathy Sheldon answers questions from two students as they launch into
one of the experiment stations. Right: The
students learned about energy consumption
of everyday household appliances by using a
Kill-A-Watt meter to measure energy usage.

See more photos from
the energy curriculum
day at Adrian Middle
School. i

One learning station in the energy efficiency curriculum, shown in these
two photos, required students to determine how effective insulation is in
maintaining water temperature. The students poured hot water into two
metal canisters, one of which was wrapped with insulation. Then, they
monitored and recorded the water temperature in each can and discovered that the insulated can worked best for maintaining the temperature.

M

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

Find Us on Facebook!

idwest Energy Cooperative has
gone social, and we encourage
you to join us.
In December we launched our Facebook
page, adding yet another medium to keep
you informed about the goings-on within
your cooperative. Facebook is a social
website that helps people communicate
more efficiently with their friends, family,
coworkers and customers. It’s a quick and
easy way to share information, from the
birth of a new grandchild to the launch
of a new program.
If you are one of more than 500 million active Facebook users, you already

know the power behind this medium. Social
networking sites like Facebook are opening
up new, interactive lines of communication,
allowing us to engage with people who don’t
use traditional methods of communication
like magazines or newspapers. Some people
embrace new communication platforms
as they come out of the gate, while others
choose to actively ignore them. Regardless
of which camp you’re in, the reality is that
social media platforms are not going away,
so our goal is to do what we can to meet you
“where you are.”
Log-on to our website TeamMidwest.com
for a quick link to our Facebook page and

click the “Like” button to start receiving
our news feeds. We welcome your comments and feedback and look forward to
a great new dialog!
Find us on Facebook
Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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Efficiency Tax Credits Drop,
But Don’t Disappear
Benefit reverts to $500 lifetime cap for upgrades.

E

nergy efficiency improvements are great for lowering electric bills. But
sometimes the up-front cost
can be a drawback.
Since 2005, Congress has
enacted a series of tax breaks
for consumers who take steps
to make their homes more
energy efficient. In December,
the outgoing 111th Congress
approved extending some
popular efficiency tax credits
through Dec. 31, 2011, but at
greatly reduced levels.
“While we were hopeful
that the tax credits would
be higher than what was
approved, we are encouraged
that this valuable incentive
for homeowner investment
was retained,” says Art Thayer,
director of energy efficiency
programs, Michigan Electric

Cooperative Association.
The federal “Tax Relief,
Unemployment Insurance
Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010” reduces the
total lifetime credit that can be
claimed on energy efficiency
improvements made between
2006 and 2011 (excluding
2008, when no credit was
available) from $1,500 to
$500. It also lowers the percentage of efficiency upgrade
costs consumers can recover,
from 30 percent in 2009-2010
to 10 percent in 2011.
“Basically, energy efficiency
tax credits revert to levels
approved for 2006 and 2007,
before the federal stimulus
bill pumped up the program,”
Thayer explains. “There’s also
a lifetime cap of $500 for any
work that’s done. But if you

Recycled Paper Michigan Country Lines is printed on

recycled paper from FutureMark Paper, which taps the “urban
forest” of waste paper thrown out in Chicago every day. Using
recycled paper reduces the carbon emitted in paper production,
the paper deposited in landfills, and water and air pollution. The
energy to produce recycled paper is about one-half that required
to make paper from pulp.

Scholarships Offered
Each year, the Michigan Electric Cooperative Association awards
two $1,000 scholarships to qualifying applicants. Individuals are
chosen based on their scholastic achievement and extracurricular
involvement during their high school career.
The applicant’s parent or guardian must be a member or
employee of a Michigan electric co-op, and the applicant must
be planning to attend a Michigan college or school full-time.
Selection will be based on grade point average, character,
leadership, academic achievement, extracurricular and community activities, and essay response.
Applications are available at countrylines.com; click on “Youth,”
email wolford@countrylines.com, or call 517-351-6322, ext.
205. Eligible applications must be postmarked by April 4, 2011.
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haven’t applied for an energy
efficiency tax credit before, this
extension gives you a chance
to recoup some of the costs
needed to make your home
more efficient.”
There are also maximum
allowances for different
upgrades. For installing more
efficient windows, the credit is
limited to $200, with a $300
cap for “any item of energyefficient building property.”
Other restrictions include:
u Furnaces ($150): Must
have at least 95 percent (up
from 90 percent) annual fuel
utilization efficiency (AFUE).
Oil furnaces and boilers were
returned to the single furnace
category at 95 percent AFUE.
u Advanced main air circulating fan ($50): Must
utilize less than 2 percent
of a furnace’s total energy
consumption.
u Central air conditioner
($300): Must have a seasonal
energy efficiency ratio (SEER)
of at least 16 and an energy
efficiency rating (EER) of at
least 13.
u Air-source heat pump
($300): Must have at least a
heating seasonal performance
factor (HSPF) of 9, SEER of
16, and EER of 13.
u Biomass fuel stove ($300):
Requires a thermal efficiency
rating of at least 75 percent.

produced in America during
2008, 2009 and 2010.
“While consumers cannot
take these types of credits
directly, these units may be
promoted by manufacturers,
or by state or utility efficiency
programs, during the next two
years,” notes the Tax Incentives
Assistance Project. The group
tracks efficiency incentives at
energytaxincentives.org.

The bill reinstates a credit of
up to $2,000 for builders (during 2010 and 2011) of energyefficient residences that use no
more than half the energy of
a 2003 national model energy
code home (the credit had
expired in 2009). In addition,
U.S.-based manufacturers of
clothes washers, dishwashers
and refrigerators will receive
credits ranging from $25-$200
for efficient appliance models

tional subsidies or rebates to
consumers who make their
homes more energy efficient.
You can find this information
at michigan-energy.org. For a
list of federal, state and local
energy efficiency rebates and
tax credits, visit the “Database for State Incentives for
Renewables & Efficiency,” a
project funded by the U.S.
Department of Energy, at
dsireusa.org.

Renewable Tax Credits
Remain Active
Renewable energy tax credits
created by the federal stimulus
bill don’t expire until Dec. 31,
2016. These cover 30 percent
of materials and installation
for residential solar panels,
solar water heaters, small wind
turbines, and geothermal heat
pumps. Details are available at
energystar.gov/taxcredits.

Claiming Tax Credits
Tax credits are beneficial
because they directly reduce,
dollar for dollar, any taxes
you owe. Be sure to keep your
receipts and your Manufacturer’s Certification Statement
(a signed statement from the
manufacturer certifying that
the product or component
qualifies for the tax credit) for
your records. Claim the credit
by using IRS Form 5695.

Looking for Help?
Builders, Manufacturers Some electric co-ops and state
Benefit, Too
government offices offer addi-

© iStockphoto.com/Damian Gadal

Let ters

Solar, Wind Affordable?
We are not being told what
the costs are for solar and wind
power run by individuals, companies, government-run facilities, etc. Solar and wind power
generating plants are subsidized
by municipal, state and federal
government up to 80 percent
of the capital cost of the plant.
Those governments are way
over their heads in debt right
now and should not burden
you and me with more debt.
After the solar and wind
plants come on-line, the utility must pay for any excess
which the owners cannot use
themselves. The amount utilities must pay is at least three
or four times what the power
cost is from coal and nuclear.
A utility must be able to meet
peak loads, maintain transmission lines, and pay other fixed
and variable overhead costs.
This is a direct subsidy for
the owner of solar and wind
generating facilities which
everyone else pays for in their
electric bill. The utility has to
raise their rates to make it possible for others to enjoy lower
rates, which will add a large
amount to your electric bill.
– John Birkle, Stanwood

and thanks to the internet, I
have had some help!
You see, in early October I
had the great fortune to tour 7
European countries, plus London. After crossing the English Channel, I saw the White
Cliffs of Dover. This prompted
something in my brain about
that song, but could not
recall the words. Since
there were 50+1 on
that tour (I am
the #1 and say
that because I
was truly the
Senior Citizen
there), most
of them were
in their 60s or
70s and were no
help to me. I got
a blank look when I
asked about the song, but
it floated around in my head
for several days and the words
did not come. Thankfully, I
have searched the internet and
found the words, popular at
WWII. That dates me, but
there were some great songs...
And, as they say, “this is the
rest of the story.” And yes, I
also love Tony Bennett.
A devoted reader,
– Doris Dale
Thanks for sharing, Doris. That
is a terrific song: “There’ll be
Bluebirds Over the White Cliffs
of Dover.”
– Mike Buda
mbuda@countrylines.com
I am an old guy (89 in March)

“The Music in Our Lives” who grew up in the DepresI am a faithful reader of your
“Ramblings” column in Michigan Country Lines. This past
one (“The Music In Our Lives,”
Nov/Dec 2010) really stirred
up something in my memory

sion and pre-World War Two
years, the 1930s, so I like that
old music. I lived most of my
life in Hazel Park, a suburb of
Detroit, although I was born
on a Montana homestead,

Tell us about your
favorite Michigan-made products!
Share a few paragraphs with us about your favorite Michiganmade product and we may write about it. Be sure to share why
you like it and if you have a unique story to go with it, please send
that, too. Email by March 10 to czuker@countrylines.com or send
to: Country Lines, 2859 W. Jolly Road, Okemos, MI 48864.

moving to Michigan when I
was about four. The house I
grew up in was built on cedar
posts, no foundation, no bathroom...an outside toilet, to take
a bath was in a wash tub in the
kitchen, heating water on a
stove.

Country Lines reader and
music lover, Bob English

Throughout my life I had
lots of hobbies and was not
very good at any of them,
but enjoyed them. As a boy,
I built crystal sets and onetube radios which I would
listen to radio programs with
earphones in bed, and I built
model airplanes (rubber
band motors, couldn’t afford
small gas engines) and did
photography...
Now, about music, I can’t
carry a tune, never learned to
dance (can’t keep time with the
music) but I enjoy listening.
While in high school (Big
Band Era), my friend had a
portable radio with a record
player on top, played one 78
record at a time (33s or 45s
were not yet out); he had a
collection of about 20 or 30
records. You couldn’t listen
to too many records as the
phonograph motor would
drain the batteries and then
batteries were not rechargeable.
In 1973, I bought a cottage
on the Black River, near
Alverno, to stay in when we
visited my daughter who lived
in Cheboygan. Still own the
cottage, that’s how I still get
Michigan Country Lines. My

wife passed away in 2002, and
I moved to Cheboygan to be
near my daughter, a couple
years later my son moved to
Cheboygan.
My current hobbies are
going to yard sales and auctions
and buying phonograph
records. I must have about
4,000 or 5,000, nothing
valuable, but a lot
of good tunes.
Of these, I
have copied
about 1,000
or more into
my computer,
which I listen
to while playing
solitary on my
computer.
I enjoyed your
article “The Music in
Our Lives” very much, thank
you for writing it.
– Bob English, Cheboygan
P.S. I did work...retired in 1972
after 30 years at Ford Motor.

Hats & Energy
I would like to respond to Carolyn Laarman’s “Idea for Keeping Warm & Saving Energy.”
While I think wearing a
hat inside is an awesome idea
to help stay warmer, this is
not possible at my children’s
school. They have a strict “no
hat/hoodie” policy in force at
North Ohio Elementary in
Gaylord. The only exception to
this rule is at lunchtime. The
kids dress for recess BEFORE
they go to lunch. They sit in a
crowded cafeteria for 20 minutes, fully dressed, while trying
to eat and then go out in the
cold for recess. I asked about
it last year when my kids were
in kindergarten. I was told it is
easier for teachers to assist kids
in dressing in the classroom
before lunch and then the
teachers can take their lunches
while the kids eat and their
prep hour while the kids are on
recess, and that there are not
enough aides to help after the
kids are done eating.
– Billie Zinke
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Offering Stability in Unstable Times

F

rom groceries to gas, managing a budget continues to be a huge challenge
for families across our service territory. A dozen eggs is running about $1.49
while prices at the gas pump shot up over
$3 a gallon in December, with some analysts
predicting $4 by early spring. Family budgets
are feeling the pinch now more than ever!
In the propane world we are seeing a
similar story, and it’s the same story we see
every year. Prices are low over the summer
months, when propane use is at its lowest,
and many providers offer great “first fill”
and other deals to build their business. But
as the heating season hits and temperatures
plummet, prices escalate upward. Last year,
one Midwest Energy Cooperative electric
member, now also a happy Midwest Propane
customer, told us they were charged more
than $7 per gallon for a tank fill by their previous propane provider. This week, we heard
from a few prospective propane customers
that they paid more than $4 per gallon.
Sadly, these stories are not uncommon,
particularly during the volatile heating season.
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Unlike electricity, propane is not a regulated
industry, so providers can essentially charge
whatever they want and have in place any
type of policy or rule that they choose.
Midwest Propane has been in business for
over a decade now, and has never changed
its approach to doing business. We buy our
gas throughout the year and establish a fair
and competitive price that we lock in, at no
extra charge, for the entire heating season.
It certainly doesn’t mean we are always the
lowest-cost provider, but it does mean that
we are always fair and offer stability during
the time that volatility rules. We watch out
for our existing family of customers with a
commitment to providing outstanding service at fair prices.
During the last week of January, the statewide average price of propane was $2.28 per
gallon. The Midwest Propane capped rate is
$1.999, locked in through the end of May.
For one delivery of 300 gallons, that equates
to nearly $90. Stability certainly has some
appeal during these unstable times.
What did you pay for your last gas delivery?

Carl Brewster delivers gas on a recent winter
day. Carl is one of the team of committed Midwest Propane servicemen who helps keep our
customers comfortable and warm through the
cold winter months.

What did you pay over the summer? Are you
happy with the price and service? If you’re not
satisfied with the answers to those questions,
please contact us at 800-492-5989 to learn
more about the Midwest Propane difference.

