WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR THE 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

Wouldn’t it be nice to set the temperature of your house based more on comfort and less on your bank account? As the
temperatures drop and the price of fossil fuels skyrocket, homeowners around the world are finding that a WaterFurnace
geothermal system is a smart way to reduce your carbon footprint and utility bills at the same time. WaterFurnace units use
the clean, renewable energy found in your own backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. It’s
good for the environment, great for your budget and thanks to a 30% federal tax credit, now’s the best time to act. Visit us at
waterfurnace.com to learn more and to find a local dealer.
YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS
Bad Axe
B & D Heating
(989) 269-5280

Carsonville
Certified Temperature Innovations
(810) 300-7748

Ionia
Home Experts
(800) 457-4554

Berrien Springs
WaterFurnace Michiana
(269) 473-5667

DeWitt
S & J Htg & Clg
(517) 669-3705

Lapeer
Porter & Heckman
(810) 664-8576

Big Rapids
Stratz Heating & Cooling
(231) 796-3717

Gaylord
Family Htg & Clg
(989) 732-8099

Caro
All-Temp Heating
(989) 673-5557

Grand Rapids
Montgomery Htg & Clg
(616) 459-0261

Michigan Center
Comfort 1 Heating /
Lenawee Heating
(517) 764-1500

Charlevoix
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 547-1035

Hart
Adams Htg & Clg
(231) 873-2665

Cheboygan
Jim’s Handyman
(231) 627-7533

Harbor Springs
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 526-6859

Mount Pleasant
Walton’s Htg & Clg
(989) 772-4822
Muskegon
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(800) 922-3045

Petoskey
Ballard’s and Great Lakes
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 347-3900
Palms
Lakeshore Improvements
(989) 864-3833
Traverse City
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(231) 943-1000
D&W Mechanical
(231) 941-1215
Webberville
Applegate Home Comfort
(800) 377-2272
Zeeland
Mast Heating
(616) 772-2252

Visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE
©2010 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.
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herryland Electric Cooperative is informed about policy changes that will
different from other businesses you impact your electric bill through channels
like this magazine, our website, and the
deal with.
cooperative’s Facebook page. We are going
To tell you the truth, I like
to do everything we can to keep
being different. The fact that
your electric bills affordable.
you’re reading this article shows
To accomplish that, we’re
you like that difference, too.
controlling costs through innoOne of the main ways we
vation. Our energy efficiency
are different is the fact that
programs help you manage your
we consider “looking out for
energy use. We also offer home
you” to be a big part of our job
energy audits to make sure
description.
you are getting the best value
Now, with a rate increase
from the energy you use every
we’ve told you about on
Tony Anderson
month. Deploying state-of-thethe horizon in 2011, it’s
General Manager
art solutions like our automated
more important than ever
meter infrastructure system helps us conto work together to keep your electric
trol operating costs and improve service
bills affordable. If the increase holds
reliability.
true to what we told you in October,
While we are affordable and
our wholesale rates we pay our power
supplier will go up in excess of 10 percent. innovative, above all else we are memberfocused. No matter what comes our
Distribution rates are still a work in
way, we’ll continue to put you first.
progress as we are neck-deep in budget
Your cooperative, Cherryland Electric,
discussions at this writing.
is member-controlled and locally
Congress did not pass a comprehensive
operated. As a member, you have a voice
climate bill last year, so this month the
in how your cooperative operates.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
began regulating greenhouse
gases—an action made possible “While we are affordable and innovative,
by a 2007 Supreme Court
above all else we are member-focused.”
decision, followed by rulings
allowing the EPA to use the
Member control means we are
Clean Air Act to curb carbon emissions.
Policies dealing with coal ash, even more accountable to those we serve and
dedicated to assisting our communities—
stringent controls on other power plant
your money stays at work close to home.
emissions, and state renewable energy
In 2011, costs will be rising for all of us,
requirements could also lead to higher
but when it comes to your electric bill our
costs. It’s hard to predict the future, but
rates will always be set simply to cover the
one thing seems certain: Government
regulations are going to increase the cost of cost of doing business, not to generate
profits for distant stockholders.
doing business.
The bottom line? We exist only to serve
New regulations won’t be the only
you and meet your needs for safe, reliable
culprit. Prices for fuel, materials and
and affordable power.
equipment needed to generate, transmit
As you probably already knew, we
and distribute electricity will continue to
are truly different. We are working
rise. Although the recent economic slump
together to keep your electric bills
and corresponding drop in electricity use
affordable, and controlling costs
provided some much-needed breathing
through innovation. We are continuing
room, soon we will need to build or
to put you, our members, first.
acquire new sources of generation,
No matter what the future brings,
requiring a significant, long-term
one thing is certain: We are looking out
investment of time and money.
for you.
We are committed to keeping you
4 | Michigan Countr y Lines

Your Co-op ’s Editor | Nick Edson

People To Pray For

J

mentioned to a good friend of hers
ust look around at the people in
many months ago that she was getting
your life and surely you will find
close to needing a transplant,
someone to pray for.
the friend didn’t bat an
If, by chance, you have any
eyelash. She simply said,
extra prayers lying around, would
“that’s why I’ve been getting
you mind using them on two very
in shape. I’m ready to give
beautiful people that I know?
you one of my kidneys.”
The first is my friend and
Can you imagine that? It was
co-worker’s wife, Diane Johnston.
said so matter-of-factly, but with
Charlie Johnston is one of our
so much love in her voice, that
senior linemen here at Cherryland, Nick Edson
Diane and Charlie were taken
and one of the most respected
aback. Of course, there are many tests and
people I know.
many hurdles to clear before the transplant
He’s a soft-spoken, hard-working man,
becomes reality, but to know that friends
a Vietnam veteran who has a great sense
are ready to put their life on the line
of humor and a good friend who has been
for you speaks to the quality of their
a fellow season ticket holder for Traverse
friendship and their faith.
City Beach Bums baseball games for five
And that’s where the prayers come in.
years with me and another friend.
But I also could use your help with
Charlie’s wife Diane is a retired nurse
prayers for my niece, Nicole. She was
and one of the most caring and nurturing
named after me 25 years ago by my
people I know. She’s one of those people
youngest sister, Susanne. She is a beautiful,
that brightens your day just by being
hard-working young woman who is
around her.
fighting for her life. She is battling bulimia
Diane needs our prayers.
and anorexia.
She has been on dialysis for several
She was once a 120-pound star golfer
months. She needs a kidney transplant and
for her high school near Atlanta, GA.
by the time you read this, might already
But when she went into treatment several
have one.
months ago, she weighed 70 pounds. Her
But just to show you how loyal her
treatment is costly, my sister had to empty
friends are, consider this. When she

Cherryland Offers Scholarships
Adults: Cherryland Electric Cooperative
is offering a $500 Adult Education Scholarship to one of its members.
The scholarship goes toward covering the
cost of a course or courses taken in a calendar
year, and will be awarded on the basis of
need, grades and community service. It is
a one-time award.
Members may request an application by
emailing Nick Edson with their name and
address to nicke@cecelec.com, calling him at
486-9222, or write to him at Cherryland Electric, 5930 U.S.-31 South, Grawn, MI 49637.
Students: High school seniors whose

parents or guardians currently receive
monthly electric service from Cherryland

and live in our service area may apply for a
$4,000 college scholarship ($1,000 for each
of four years).
Selection is based on GPA, extracurricular activities, community involvement and/
or after school employment. A minimum
required GPA is 2.75 on a four-point system. To continue receiving the scholarship,
a student must maintain a minimum college
course load of 12 credits per term or semester
and receive a 2.5 GPA. Students may apply
in three ways:
1. Complete the form at right; or,
2. Contact your high school guidance
counselor; or,
3. Contact Nick Edson, communications
coordinator at Cherryland, as noted earlier.

All scholarship applications are due by Friday, April 8, 2011.

Diane
Johnston
(left)
and her
daughter,
Emily.

her savings and retirement funds to pay for
it. But so far, it is paying off. Nicole weighs
about 100 pounds now.
But she still thinks she is “too fat.” So
the battle goes on, as it probably always
will with her. Every day I pray for her.
I am an optimist, by nature, so I have
this feeling that Diane and Nicole’s stories
will both have happy endings.
But they still need your prayers.
Both Diane and Susanne are Cherryland
Electric Cooperative members and former
nurses. They are good, Christian people.
They deserve to get through their trials
because they spent their careers helping
other people.
Now I’m asking you to help them, even
if it’s only for a moment, a quiet prayer.
It’s a moment no one else will know
about. But He will.
To contribute to Nicole’s cause, go to
nicolemadsen.com.

2011 Student Scholarship
Application Request
Name___________________________________
Address_________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________
Home Phone_____________________________
Cherryland Account #_____________________
Mail to:

CEC Student Scholarship
5930 U.S.-31 South
P.O. Box 298
Grawn, MI 49637
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Let ters

Thanks & Giving
We have the opportunity to work
the 4th Friday of the month at
the East Side Soup Kitchen in
Saginaw, and I am amazed at
the ability of Pam Cole and her
staff to find and provide food
for approximately 250 to 400
people a day, five days a week.
Its a humbling experience.
You’ve written a great article
(“Thanks & Giving,” Mike Buda,
Nov-Dec); hope you are enjoying
your retirement.
– Karl DeSimpelare, Unionville

Muncie Lakes Pathway
If only the Muncie Lakes Pathway was as magestic as you made
it sound (“Our First Snow Trail,”
Don Ingle, Nov-Dec). The person who wrote the article has
obviously not been there recently.
No one would want to walk or
ski there with the way it looks
now. Logging trucks and men
cutting the forest down is what
you would see. The devastation
and slaughter of our local forests
for the Cadillac biomass plant has
taken it all away from us.
For the public’s safety, I advise
to stay away from the Pathway.
Who was it that sold out our
forests here and on the other side
of the Boardman River down
Brown Bridge Road?
– Joan Costley
Contrary to the letter writer’s opinion, I have observed the Muncie
Lakes Pathway’s current status. In
response to her complaints, I offer
these observations:

u As part of the Pere Marquette
State Forest, the area is managed
for many purposes. One is to create small openings (savannas) of
prairie-like habitat that support
many animal and plant varieties,
including rare or threatened species.
u Thinning of older, weaker
or diseased oaks helps prevent the
spread of oak wilt, a disease that
continues to kill thousands of oak
acres in Michigan’s northern forests.
u Muncie Lakes Pathway itself
is well-buffered; hikers or skiers
will have no obstacles to their use
and it remains much the same as
before recent forestry efforts.
u The timber removed and sold
puts money back into the state coffers to pay for many forestry and
fire protection programs. The tops
are chipped, removed and sold
to biomass consumers to produce
cleaner, green energy, again adding
to needed state revenues and leaving the savanna areas as places to
find greater biodiversity within the
forest.
The early stages of forest harvests
may seem negative, but a return
to view the same areas within a
few years will show the dynamic
ability of the managed forest to
restore itself.
For now, the skier or hiker will
find Muncie Lakes Pathway open
for business as usual this winter.
– Don Ingle

Dan Bonner Lives On
My name is Dan Bonner—
the LIVING Dan Bonner and
59-year-old son of the Dan Bonner about whom Mr. Ingle wrote
in his article, “Our First Snow
Trail” (Nov-Dec 2010).
Words are such feeble expressions about how touched me
and my mother (his widow) and
my siblings were upon reading
this wonderful tribute to my

Tell us about your
favorite Michigan-made products!
Share a few paragraphs with us about your favorite Michiganmade product and we may write about it. Be sure to share why
you like it and if you have a unique story to go with it, please send
that, too. Email by March 10 to czuker@countrylines.com or send
to: Country Lines, 2859 W. Jolly Road, Okemos, MI 48864.

father!! Especially after all these
years! Dad died in October 1979.
Most of our family still lives
near Traverse City...and we enjoy
hiking and skiing these trails
that Dad left behind for ALL
the people. I think often of the
great legacy he left the people of
Michigan with these beautiful
wilderness areas and activities.
Mr. Ingle’s tribute is a great gift
to Dad’s memory and our family.
I could not let his tribute to Dan
Bonner Sr. go unacknowledged
by a grateful family.
– Dan Bonner Jr.

Recycled Paper
I enjoy receiving your magazine
filled with many good ideas and
tips for saving energy. I like the
fact that you are continually
looking for ways to insure that
consumers receive the best and
most efficient energy possible,
and are making a concerted effort
to listen to your customers.
I wrote a letter to the editor that never got published in
your magazine. And, each time I
receive your magazine I am made
aware that you are eco-friendly by
using recycled paper to print it
on. I am as dedicated as the next
person when it comes to saving
the environment...however, I
want to know why you have to
go to Chicago to get the waste
paper for this? It seems a large
waste of expenses when Michigan
is starving for jobs, new industries
and economic development. If
we do not have the capability
in our own state for recycling
paper products, might I suggest
that you look into creating one?
A joint effort with local towns,
Chambers of Commerce, and
a willing work force could reap
benefits for years to come.
I would like to know your
thoughts on this and your
response to why we go out-state
to buy paper for the magazine.
– Patricia Donegan, Stanwood
You raise good questions, however,
if the kind of recycled paper needed
for the magazine were produced in
Michigan we’d probably buy it.

Unfortunately, paper manufacturing is an extremely competitive
business on an international scale
and we don’t have the expertise
or money to get involved in that
arena. The recycled paper business is
especially brutal, and we were lucky
to find one as close as Chicago.
As to reader letters, we try to use
as many as possible, but there isn’t
always space to print and still keep
the content timely.
– Ed.

Idea for Keeping Warm
& Saving Energy
I would like to have a message
written for those people that will
be suffering with cold homes this
winter...I have found that wearing a small, lightweight ski cap
to bed can keep me very much
warmer and comfortable. I also
very often wear a cap during the
day. Unless you have tried this,
you will not think it a great idea.
I think it would be a great idea
to introduce to schools, too...
the heat could be turned down
another 5 degrees if the children
wore hats and they would still be
comfortable and at the same time
saving on the school’s heat bill.
Of course, at first, most of you
are going to laugh and howl, but
the schools know how to introduce these things. Maybe the
principals, teachers and helpers
could start the trend. A fancy,
expensive ski hat is not needed...I
got two at $1 a cap. They were a
smaller size, but you only need
to cover the top of the head. And
no, I don’t think you will lose
your hair—I have not.
My reason for writing this is,
I am quite sensitive to the cold
and think of the families that are
not going to have much heat this
year AND the children AND the
schools’ higher heat bills.
I realize there would have to
be some or a lot of organization
within the schools, but once this
idea is introduced and people see
the sense in it I am sure organizations would gladly give to
this cause.
I find it one of the greatest
comforts of my winter days.
– Carolyn Laarman
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Co-op news and happenings

Ta k e

note!

You Can Serve On Cherryland’s Board

Cherryland
Mark
Annual
your
Meeting calendar!
June 16
Cherryland Electric Cooperative will hold its 73rd
annual meeting on Thursday, June 16 at Wuerfel Park,
home of the Traverse City
Beach Bums minor league
baseball team.
Members who attend the
meeting will receive a ticket
to the game and a voucher
for a baseball dinner (hot
dog, chips and a soft drink).
“ M ov i n g t h e a n n u a l
meeting to Wuerfel Park
was a popular move with
our members,” said General Manager Tony Anderson. “We used to attract
between 300 and 400 members when our meetings
were at Cherryland. Now
we average 1,800 for the
meeting, about five times
as many.”
Wuerfel Park is a Cherryland Electric Cooperative
member.
8 | Michigan Countr y Lines

Any qualified Cherryland Electric Cooperative member can
be elected to serve on the coop’s board of directors.
To be nominated in 2011,
candidates can file a petition
with the cooperative’s administrative assistant beginning the
first day of March and up until
4 p.m. on the last business day
of March.
Nominating petitions shall
be signed by at least 25 active
members of the cooperative, in
good standing, and all signatures must be obtained within
60 days prior to the date the
petition is filed.
Nominating petitions shall
be in the form prescribed by the

board and are available at Cherryland’s headquarters in Grawn.
The nominating petitions must
specify the geographic service
area for which the candidate is
being nominated.
The term of office is three
years. Three directors will be
elected at this year’s annual
meeting, which will be held
Thursday, June 16, at Wuerfel
Park. This year’s directors will
represent Leelanau County plus
one at-large position.
Nominees must meet the
director qualifications set forth
in the bylaws under Section 2
of Article III.
Any member interested in
becoming a candidate is invited

to visit the cooperative’s office
and learn about the duties performed by directors.
In the event no qualified
candidate is nominated to
fill the vacancy of a director whose term has expired,
the newly elected board will
appoint sufficient directors
to fill the vacancies. The election will be by majority vote
of the board and must be
done within 60 days of its first
meeting.
Directors elected in this manner will serve until the next
annual meeting, when members will be given an opportunity to fill the balance of the
regular three-year term.

Pay Your Electric Bill Online
Want to save money and pay your Cherryland Electric Cooperative bill online? It’s easy to do. You can set up your accounts to
get only an email bill—no more paper bills.
To do this, access your account on cherrylandelectric.com. It
will prompt you immediately after you sign in to make a decision
on whether or not you want the paper bill to continue; if you do,
check the box. If not, simply press “update.”
Questions about the online payments? Call 231-486-9200.

Notice to Members of Cherryland Electric Cooperative
Case No. U-158115 – 2009 Renewable Energy Plan Annual Report Summary
The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) requires all Michigan electric utilities to get
approximately 2 percent of their power supply from renewable sources by 2012, and increasing to 10
percent by 2015.
Under this requirement, Cherryland Electric Cooperative submits an annual report to the MPSC
regarding its Renewable Energy Plan. In 2009, Wolverine Power Cooperative, Inc., Cherryland’s wholesale
power supplier, generated 132,940 megawatt hours (MWh) of renewable electricity from its Harvest
Wind Farm. Of that, 19,142 MWh of renewable energy were banked on behalf of Wolverine’s distribution
co-op members, including Cherryland. Wolverine will continue to generate renewable energy and
bank unused renewable energy credits (RECs) for future use and compliance with statutory renewable
portfolio standard requirements on behalf of its members.
A full copy of the cooperative’s Renewable Energy Plan annual report that was filed with the MPSC is
available on the cooperative’s website at homeworks.org or by request at any of the cooperative’s offices.

