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Centennial Farm Honors
Several farms within the Great Lakes Energy 
service area were recently designated as a 
centennial farm. They are the John and Elsie 
Schooley (original owners) farm in Evart, 
Harry M. and Benjamin S. Wilson (original 
owners) farm in Custer, Katherine Ricksgers 
farm on Beaver Island, Lawrence L. Nemecek 
farm in East Jordan, and the Patrick and 
Mitzi Carlson farm in Ludington.

The Centennial Farm program recognizes 
residents throughout the state whose farms 
have been owned and operated by the same 
family for 100 years.

Great Lakes Energy members can request 
an application or receive more program infor-
mation by visiting The Historical Society of 
Michigan website at centennialfarms.org, or 
by calling 517-324-1828. 

“Like” GLE on Facebook and Win!
Great Lakes Energy members who are at least 18 years old and use Facebook have 
an opportunity to win a $50 bill credit during a random drawing in September.

Become part of our online community by “liking” us on Facebook. Fol-
low our weekday postings offering energy tips, links to helpful sites related to 
industry news or GLE member discounts, photos of GLE events, and more. 

Add your own comments, ask questions, start discussions, and keep updated on what’s 
going on at GLE. Nearly 2,000 people do!

To enter the contest, visit facebook.com/greatlakesenergy and click on the “Enter Sweep-
stakes” button. You may also click on the Facebook link on the gtlakes.com website to enter. 
If your random entry is selected in September, a $50 Gift of Energy will be applied to your 
electric account following verification of your eligibility. 

Thanks for “liking” GLE, and good luck! 

Director Honored

Retiring director Edwin Estelle, of Elmira, 
recently received a plaque from the 
Great Lakes Energy board of directors 
in recognition of more than 29 years of 
service as a board member.

Wish to Apply for a  
People Fund Grant?
Local community and charitable organiza-
tions can receive an application for a People 
Fund grant by contacting our office, 888-
485-2537, or by visiting the “Your Com-
munity” section on our website, gtlakes.com.

People Fund grants are awarded three 
times each year. Applications will be accepted 
in three cycles, ending Feb. 1, June 1, and  
Oct. 1. Organizations will be notified about 
their application outcome within 6 weeks 
following the deadline.
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RAMBLINGS    |   Mike Buda

Mike Buda is editor 
emeritus of Country Lines. 
Email Mike at mbuda@

countrylines.com or comment 
on his columns at 

countrylines.com/column/
ramblings

W e’re taking a trip. A great 
American road trip. The kind 
every family yearns to go on 
at least once. The kind Simon 

and Garfunkel sang about in “America” (after 
hitchhiking from Saginaw). Except this time, 
Barbara and I are going out west alone.

We tried once, in 1991, to make the 
trip with our boys, Dan and Jon, then 12 
and 10. For once, we were prepared. The 
Voyager minivan was packed for fishing, 
camping and hiking, and intermittent 
motel stops were scheduled as a reprise 
from mosquitos and dirt. We made it all 
the way to Newton, IA, the first day. We 
went to sleep there with dreams of sleep-
ing under the stars in Rocky Mountain 
National Park the next night.

In the early morning, Dan woke feverish, 
so stiff-jointed he couldn’t walk, achy all 
over and puffed up. The symptoms were 
very similar to what, a decade later, would 
be called West Nile Virus, a mosquito-
borne virus that can be fatal to humans 
and horses. We were scared. With help 
from the motel folks, we contacted the 
Children’s Center at the University of Iowa 
Medical Center and then drove 85 miles 
back east to check Dan in. The doctors 
and nurses there were outstanding. Every 
infectious-disease specialist on staff exam-
ined him. Finally, they admitted they were 
stumped but were convinced whatever he 
had wasn’t fatal.

We stayed overnight in a local hotel, ate 
pizza and watched “The Hunt for Red 
October” on HBO. We returned to the 
hospital in the morning. Then and there 
the doctors killed our great adventure. 
Although they didn’t know what was 
wrong with Dan, he was too sick to go 
camping away from medical care. They 
told us to go home, and that’s where we 
spent the rest of our three-week vacation. 
With school and sports competing for 
time, we never again got a chance to put 
together a vacation this long. After several 
months, Dan recovered fully (“We think,” 
we tease him).

Just a few weeks after we came home, a 
newspaper told of a virus outbreak among 

children in Texas that presented 
symptoms similar to Dan’s, and was 
given the name Palomino Virus. 
Barbara shared the news clipping 
with the doctors at UI. We specu-
lated that Dan may have come into 
contact with the virus from a Texas 
student attending Michigan State 
University’s summer camp for kids 
the week before we left on our trip. We’ll 
never know for sure, but we’ll always feel 
warmly toward the folks in Iowa—even 
when they play the Spartans—for their 
care and kindness.

That virus must have done something 
to Dan, because he now lives in Texas and 
has cowboy boots.

We’ve taken other family trips, but not 
all together to the West Coast. Jon lived in 
San Diego for awhile; I helped move him 
in a quick road trip a few years ago, and 
we flew to visit him there. But Barbara 
and I have not yet taken that quintessen-
tial American western road trip together. I 
think we should go while we can.

Our mid-point goal is Yosemite 
National Park, where we hope to avoid 
being swept over a waterfall. On the way 
out, we’ll see Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone 
National Park, the California coastline, 
and wine country. We’ll visit friends and 
family scattered along the way, including 
my mom and dad, who just moved into a 
new assisted care home in Minnesota.

After Yosemite, we’ll head south to San 
Diego and then east to Phoenix. More 
family. The next leg of the trip will most 
likely be through magnificent southern 
Utah, which Barbara has not seen, then 
east through Colorado and the Nebraska 
flatlands, up to Chicago to see Jon, and 
back home to Mason. Or, maybe we’ll 
drive all the way to Austin to see Dan and 
friends before swinging north.

This trip will be different in one impor-
tant way: technology. We’ll have GPS, cell 
phones, ebooks and an iPod loaded with 
traveling music. They didn’t exist in 1991.

Much of this trip goes through electric 
co-op country, wide-open spaces where 
there are few people, but plenty of cattle 

and crops. After working for Michigan 
electric co-ops for 30 years, I should feel 
right at home. Maybe we’ll bring along 
a co-op directory just in case something 
goes wrong.

In case you’re thinking we should spend 
our travel time in Michigan, I’ll say that 
we’re familiar with every nook and cranny 
in the state. It’s time for something new. 
When we return, Michigan’s attractions, 
like Mackinac Island, Pictured Rocks and 
Sleeping Bear Dunes, will still be among 
our favorite places.

Which reminds me of a newly married 
couple from England we met last year 
on Mackinac. They drove 15 hours from 
Philadelphia so the bride could spend 
one night in the Grand Hotel, where the 
movie “Somewhere in Time” takes place. 
That’s a serious travel commitment.

Are we pushing it to try doing this in 
three weeks? If we can’t, I will feel like a 
real wimp after reading that a 68-year-
old woman and her husband just biked 
over 2,300 miles in 41 days from Texas to 
Michigan to attend her 50th high school 
reunion.

If you have any suggestions for our trip, 
like places to see, great restaurants or bak-
eries, let us know (mike.f.buda@gmail.
com). We’ll add you to our email list for 
travel updates.

Thanks for joining us.

Road Trippin’

Yosemite Falls
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Are you tired of fossil fuel prices spiraling upward every year - even as oil companies set new records for 
profit? Then switch to a WaterFurnace geothermal heat pump. A WaterFurnace geothermal system uses the 
clean, renewable energy stored in your backyard to save up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. It’s 
the environmental equivalent to planting an acre of trees or taking two cars off the road. It’s good for the 
environment, it’s great for your budget and thanks to a 30% federal tax credit, now is the best time to act. 
Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer or visit waterfurnace.com right now for more information.

IS YOUR HEATING BILL EXCESSIVE?

©2011  WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc.

waterfurnace.com
(800) GEO-SAVE

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS

Bad Axe
B & D Heating
(989) 269-5280

Berrien Springs 
WaterFurnace Michiana
(269) 473-5667

Big Rapids
Stratz Heating & Cooling
(231) 796-3717

Caro
All-Temp Heating
(989) 673-5557

Charlevoix
Ballard’s and Great Lakes 
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 547-1035

Cheboygan
Jim’s Handyman
(231) 627-7533

Carsonville
Certified Temperature Innovations
(810) 300-7748

DeWitt
S & J Htg & Clg
(517) 669-3705

Gaylord
Family Htg & Clg
(989) 732-8099

Grand Rapids
Montgomery Htg & Clg
(616) 459-0261

Hart
Adams Htg & Clg
(231) 873-2665

Harbor Springs
Ballard’s and Great Lakes 
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 526-6859

Ionia
Home Experts
(800) 457-4554

Kalamazoo
E M Sergeant
(800) 530-1363

Lapeer
Porter & Heckman
(810) 664-8576

Michigan Center
Comfort 1 Heating /
Lenawee Heating
(517) 764-1500

Mount Pleasant
Walton’s Htg & Clg
(989) 772-4822

Muskegon
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(800) 922-3045

Petoskey
Ballard’s and Great Lakes 
Plumbing & Heating
(231) 347-3900

Palms
Lakeshore Improvements
(989) 864-3833

Traverse City
Geofurnace Htg & Clg
(231) 943-1000

D&W Mechanical
(231) 941-1215

Webberville
Applegate Home Comfort
(800) 377-2272



gtlakes.com
facebook.com/greatlakesenergy

Share Your Story
In 2012, Great Lakes Energy will celebrate 75 years of service. In 1937, electricity was first brought 

to many parts of our rural service area. Over the years, electric service was expanded to cover 

parts of 26 counties in what we now call Great Lakes Energy. 

It was a monumental time for rural farms and families. We want to hear your stories and 

memories about that time. Photos and other historical artifacts are also welcome. The information 

may be used in a future issue of Michigan Country Lines or other co-op publication. 

Please share your story by writing to: Great Lakes Energy, Communications Dept, P.O. Box 70, 

Boyne City, MI 49712 or email glenergy@glenergy.com. Deadline: Nov. 10, 2011.




