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Your Money, Your Decision

F

or decades, Cherryland has employed
What if you were allowed to draw out
an energy use advisor to assist mem- “your” money early to fund energy conservabers with energy conservation issues. tion measures approved under our EO proObviously, we want to sell our gram? Of course, $1 in 2032 has a different
product but we also don’t want it to be value than $1 in 2012, so the money would
wasted. At the same time, I have
have to be discounted to present
always thought that energy conday value.
servation measures should be a
Thus, discounts would vary
personal or business decision for
depending on how long a member had been with CEC. To get
our residential, commercial and
$500 in your pocket today, you
industrial members.
I believe that we will have more
will likely need to have $1,000
meaningful measures and real
or more in your capital credit
energy savings when members
account. The choice becomes:
choose to spend their own funds Tony Anderson “Do I take $500 today for a new
on their own energy efficiency General Manager refrigerator, energy efficient elecprojects for real savings on their
tric water heater, etc., or $40 per
year for the next 25 years (assuming there
own energy bills.
Today, we have the state mandate under is a retirement each year)?”
PA 295 that we call “Energy Optimization”
If Cherryland is successful in implementor “EO” for short. Under this mandate, ing such an “EO Capital Credits” program,
we are required to charge a monthly fee to we will eliminate the monthly line item
every member to fund energy conservation charge on your bill. We currently are charging
programs, such as refrigerator rebates and members approximately $250,000 per year
in this monthly charge. We have proposed
recycling or free CFL bulbs.
We don’t know where the recycled refrig- to the MPSC that we could make twice this
erators or the lightbulbs are going, yet every amount available under the EO Capital
member pays the bill for these measures.
Credit program.
Where is the win-win? It lies in the disSo, we are working with the Michigan
Public Service Commission (MPSC) on a counted portion. The member in my example
possible “win-win” for all members.
gets $500 to spend on energy conservation.
Each member of Cherryland Electric The other $500 goes into “donated capital”
Cooperative (CEC) has a capital credit on the co-op books. This is permanent equity
account. This record shows the amount of that the co-op then never has to repay. Thus,
money that the cooperative must repay each as the next 25 years go by, CEC will have
member for his or her share of past profits. less capital credits to retire and this will help
These repayments or “retirements” of capi- reduce future rate increases. So, the member
tal are determined by the board of directors who chooses to take the discount wins with
annually, based on the cooperative’s financial real energy savings today, and the member
condition. You may recall the $1.5 million who chooses not to gets lower rates in the
that Cherryland returned to members in future. Win-win.
We are excited about this possibility, and
October 2011.
Co-ops around the U.S. have operated in anxiously awaiting the MPSC’s decision.
similar fashion for more than 70 years. These This “first of its kind in Michigan” program
capital credits are used as interest-free loans virtually takes the state mandate issue off
from the members to fund electric system the table for us.
maintenance and improvements. If we gave
It can stay or go without affecting what
everyone 100 percent of their capital credit we do at CEC while our members achieve
accounts today, we would have to borrow meaningful and lasting energy savings meatens of millions of dollars and rates would sures funded with money already owed to
go up considerably. Instead, the board uses them by their cooperative. Stay tuned for the
the money for 20 to 30 years, which allows outcome of our efforts in this area.
rates to be more stable.
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The Co-op Advantage:

Capital Credits

T

his month, I want to cover an important and complex topic that also
happens to be a bit on the dry side.
I am talking about “capital credits.” Cherryland Electric Cooperative (CEC)
is currently holding over $43 million in
unretired capital credits, and as a member
you are entitled to a proportionate share of
that money.
To understand capital credits, let’s start
at the beginning. Whenever Cherryland’s
annual revenue exceeds annual expenses, the
co-op generates a profit. But since CEC is
a not-for-profit organization, the difference
is called “margins”; it’s a bit of a semantics
game at this point.
What to do with the margins is where
the game ends and the real benefits of
co-op membership begin. Eventually, all
margins generated by the cooperative must
be returned to it’s members.
The first step in returning margins is called
an “assignment.” Margins are assigned based
on proportionate revenue use during the year
the margins were generated. For example, 10
percent revenue would be assigned 10 percent margins. The cooperative keeps annual
records of assignment for every member.
We refer to the total combined margins as
capital credits.
Assignments generally take place in late
spring or early summer (specifics will appear
on your electric bill). The 2011 member
assignments appeared on the June 2012
electric bills.
Once margins are assigned, they are put
to work by the cooperative. Margins provide
an essential source of operating capital which
is used for line construction and maintenance, financing unforeseen events like the
major storm in March, and enabling your
co-op to avoid additional borrowing and
interest costs.
After a period of time, when the cooperative’s financial condition warrants, assigned
margins are returned to the membership; this
is when the assigned margins get converted
into real money. The number of years the

How it works:
Whenever Cherryland’s
annual revenue exceeds
annual expenses, the co-op
generates a profit. But
since CEC is a not-for-profit
organization, the difference
is called “margins.”
Combined margins are
called, “capital credits.”
When capital credits, or
margins, are returned to
members, they are referred
to as being “retired.”
cooperative waits before returning margins
varies, but historically runs just under 25
years. For example, in October 2011 Cherryland returned margins to its members
dating back to 1989.
The process of returning margins to the
membership is called a “general retirement.”
The retired margins appear on your bill as
a billing credit. As noted above, in 2011
the retirement occurred in October and
appeared on that month’s bill.
Retiring capital credits to members of
record 23 years ago does not do much for
the member who just joined the cooperative
a few years ago. Since a key benefit of co-op
membership is having margins returned
as real money, our current general retirement policy states that 75 percent of the
dollars earmarked for retirement go to the

oldest accounts of record and 25 percent
to members of record in the prior year. In
other words, assuming Cherryland makes
a general retirement in October 2012, 75
percent of the retired dollars will go to
members of record in 1989, and perhaps
1990, and 25 percent will go to members
of record in 2011.
As you might imagine, not everyone
who was a member in 1989 is still on our
lines taking service. In these situations, we
mail a retirement check to the forwarding
address the member left us with when their
account was closed. If the forwarding address
is no longer valid, the check is returned to
Cherryland.
In a final effort to locate people who did
not receive their checks, we post their names
on our website (cherrylandelectric.com). It’s
worth a look. You just might know someone
on the list and can alert them to the availability of these funds.
Finally, some members have asked whether
it is possible to receive funds prior to a general retirement. Thus far, the only exception
to the general retirement process has to do
with estates. When a member passes, the
cooperative will make an early retirement
to that member’s estate, and funds are
discounted to reflect the advance pay-out.
If you are responsible for someone’s estate
and that person was a CEC member, you
should contact our office and inquire about
our estate early retirement process.
As noted in General Manager Tony Anderson’s column (facing page), Cherryland is
exploring a new program that would allow
members to tap into their capital credit
accounts early. I encourage you to read that
article if you have not already done so.

Kevin Cragg is the
member services manager
at Cherryland Electric
and oversees the Energy
Optimization program
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Zach’s Lesson to Us:

Attitude Is Everything

E

ver have one of those
& Limb in Traverse City.
days when you just want
“That just confirmed my
to feel sorry for yourself?
interest in the field and furAfter all, who doesn’t
thered my fascination for the
wallow in the mud and enjoy a
designs and mechanical aspects
pity party once in awhile?
of the equipment,” Zach adds.
Actually, if you ever met
And if you know Zach’s
18-year-old Zach Radtke and
track record, you’ll realize his
Nick Edson
heard what he has overcome to
determination will carry him
not only graduate from Kingsley High
through, like it has for everything else
School, but to excel in the classroom, in
in his life.
athletics and in 4-H, you would consider
Despite wearing orthotics, he was
yourself lucky.
the starting catcher for the Kingsley
Zach was born with spina bifida—a
baseball team and won the Mr. Husbirth defect of the spine that can affect a
person both physically and mentally—to
long-time Cherryland members Marvin
and Jodi Radtke in December 1993. Facing a long, uphill battle, the Radtke’s could
have thrown themselves a heck of a pity
party.
Instead, they taught Zach a great life lesson at a very early age: Attitude and work
ethic is everything.
“I know there are not many kids out
there with spina bifida that are as fortunate tle Award all four years. He even earned
as myself with their mobility, so I am very
post-season honors for his play.
thankful for everything I can do,” Zach
As a student, he has been named stuexplains.
dent of the year in biology, economics and
And he can do plenty.
physical science. He is also a hunter safety
He won Cherryland’s scholarship for
instructor, and helps coach Pop Warner
high school seniors, worth $4,000. He’s
football in the fall and baseball in the
going to use that money to attend Northsummer.
western Michigan College for two years,
His other summer “job” has been a pasthen transfer to Eastern Michigan Univer- sion for 10 years—an accomplished 4-H
sity to earn his master’s degree in orthotics member. He raises pigs every year and
and prosthetics.
sells them at the Northwestern Michigan
“The reason I picked this career is
Fair. He has been Grand Champion showbecause I’ve had to wear leg orthotics my
man in 2008 and 2011, Reserve Grand
whole life,” Zach says. “As I learned more
Champion in 2009 and 2010, and Grand
about them and all the different designs,
Champion Market in 2010.
I became more interested in how they are
But winning isn’t what sets Zach Radtke
created and how they function.
apart. It’s the relentless effort.
“I can see myself being good at putting
“Zach has been in our 4-H group for 10
myself in my patients’ shoes and having
years, and if any other 4-H kids needed
empathy for them… which, as a patient
anything—from help cleaning pens to
myself, I know is very important.”
questions about showing their swines,
To learn more about orthotics, he spent
Zach would always be there with a helping
last summer job-shadowing at Active Brace hand,” says Vanja Griffin, his 4-H leader.

Zach Radtke

Winning isn’t what sets Zach Radtke apart.
Determination is his strongest attribute—and
he never lets his physical limitations stop him.
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“Determination is Zach’s strongest attribute,” says Missy Newell, one of his teachers at Kingsley High School. “He never
quits. He never lets his physical limitations stop him. He inspires others with his
attitude.”
So the next time you are troubled and
ask yourself the question, “Why?”
Stop and think about Zach Radtke and
then ask yourself, “Why not?”

H

Goin’ to the Fair!

The Northwestern Michigan Fair has been going strong since 1908. Nick Edson

ow old is the Northwestern Michigan Fair?
Well, when the Fair was established back in 1908, the star
player for the Detroit Tigers was Hall of
Fame outfielder Ty Cobb and the team
won the American League pennant. Now,
we fast-forward 104 years and the Tigers
and their fans still have the same dream.
But, the Fair? Well, this is the time of year
when the radio and TV ads start with the
all-too-familiar jingle, “Goin’ to the Fair.”
The event runs this year from Aug.
4-11, with rides open at 5 p.m. on Aug.
6. Cherryland Electric Cooperative serves
electricity to the fairgrounds, and we sat
down with Dana Cederquist, Northwestern
Michigan Fair president, to talk about this
year’s activities.

Dana: Parking is free. If money is an issue,
there are days when you can get in for $1.
There is a Vet’s Day for $1, too. We have speDana: Right around 1,500 people when cial deals for rides on certain days and there
you take into account 4-H volunteers, par- is no charge for watching chain saw carving,
ticipants and everyone associated with the the petting zoo, 4-H animal viewing, and
Fair board.
checking out the items in our barns.

involved in the fair each year, from volunteers
to participants?

CL: That must take a great team effort.
Dana: It does… both on the prep work, the

CL: How long has your family been associated

with the Fair?

building projects, fundraising and weekend Dana: In one way or another my immediactivities that happen all year – not to men- ate family, including my wife Lori, has been
tion the week of the fair.
involved with the Fair for 30 years.
CL: There is a lot that goes on at the Fair. Tell

us about that.

CL: What’s your favorite part?… (and don’t

say, ‘when it’s finished’)

Dana: Arnold Amusements are

Dana: (Laughs.) I think talking
a big part of the fair each year
with the people who are watchCountry Lines: What’s new at this year’s fair? and our food court is jammed
ing their kids with their animal
with favorites like Gibby’s Fries
projects. And, watching everyone
Dana Cederquist: Well, there is lots going and lots of other foods like ice
make memories that will last a
on. Arnold Amusements has a new ride cream, mouse ears, corn dogs,
lifetime. Just ask any past 4-H
called “Jubilee,” a tower-drop ride. And pasties, burgers, turkey legs
person and they will tell you
we have camping on the fairgrounds, with and fried everything. One of our big events how great that is and how much the Fair
horse accommodations. We have a woman is our livestock auction that starts Thursday meant to them.
named Luree Magee who is a chainsaw morning. The 4-H people—both adults and
carver on Tuesday through Saturday. The kids—do a great job with that. It teaches the CL: Do you ever get tired of hearing “Goin’ to
petting zoo and bingo are back because kids responsibility and management of costs. the Fair” on TV and radio?
they proved to be very popular. And, we are Also, our arts & crafts section features all sorts
expanding our social media presence with of home projects. Our canning, cooking and Dana: Never (laughs). Well, almost never.
a new website, plus Facebook and Twitter. gardening displays are popular, too.
But the great thing is that people all over the
Check us out on the web.
state recognize that jingle. When I say I’m
CL: How much can a family expect to pay to from the Northwestern Michigan Fair in
CL: Approximately how many people are attend the Fair?
Traverse City, they just start singing.
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Collecting Antique Bikes

R

By Al Parker

ick Warfield’s eyes twinkle when
he talks about his love for antique
motorcycles.
“I’ve always been interested in
anything old,” he explains. “Back in 1977,
I had a ’66 Honda 160. That sorta got me
started on motorcycles.”
A long-time member of Cherryland Electric Cooperative, Warfield’s interest in history and vintage motorcycles prompted him
to seek out others with the same passions.
He joined the Antique Motorcycle Club
of America (AMCA). And, three years ago it
just made sense to the Duck Lake area resident to found a local Great Lakes Chapter
of the AMCA. Today, he is president of the
group, which has about 50 members ranging from 30- to nearly 80-years-old, and
meets monthly—usually at the Elks Club
in Traverse City. Warfield’s family is also
involved, as his wife Raelene is the Great
Lakes ACMA secretary, and his daughter
Mandy is a board member.
It’s one of four ACMA chapters in the
state, and the only one in northern Michigan.
“We have all kinds of members,” Warfield
says. “Some guys try to get the bike that they
had as a kid. Some do it for value, buying
and selling bikes. Others collect for life and
never get rid of their bikes. Some of the
guys have no bikes at all, but they have an
interest in the old bikes.”
Many members specialize their
collections,Warfield adds. “Some collect
only Japanese bikes or American, Italian or
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British,” he explains. “One guy collects only
Harley-Davidson racing bikes. He has 30
or 40 of ’em and goes around the country
looking for more.” Another guy has every
model ever made by Kawasaki, with a collection of about 200. Another specializes
in pre-World War I bikes and makes many
of his own parts.
The northern Michigan AMCA also
holds an annual rally, and is gearing up
for this year’s event on July 27-29 at the
Eagles Campground in Interlochen. To
learn more about the rally or club, visit
greatlakesamca.com.
A crowd of about 1,000 turned out last
year to see the vintage bikes, take part in the
swap meet, and straddle the old bikes for an
organized ride. There’s also live music and
lots of food at this family affair. Last year,
the silent auction of biker items raised about
$1,000 for The Father Fred Foundation.
“We had a guy ride his ’48 Harley up from
the other side of Grand Rapids,” Warfield
says with a smile. Another guy came from
Pennsylvania, and another from Wisconsin
rode his Indian Scout.
The national group was founded in 1954,
has 58 chapters in the U.S., and chapters in
over 12 other countries. It has about 11,000
members and defines an antique motorcycle
as at least 35 years old. The group is devoted
to “the preservation, restoration and operation of old-time motorcycles.”
Not long after Warfield bought that ’66
Honda, he picked up a vintage Triumph

Photos from top left: Rick Warfield and
his 1947 Indian Chief, the 2011 Great Lakes
AMCA rally, and Mandy Warfield astride her
1968 BSA Starfire.

Bonneville. Like a lot of avid collectors, his
inventory steadily grew until he had almost
a dozen different bikes, including many
classics from the 1940s and ’50s.
He has a beautiful ’49 Harley that is all
original and is in the process of restoring a
’71 Norton Commando. It’s taking awhile,
since he admits that he acquired it back in
1978. But, it’s another classic that is dear
to his heart.
“I have a 1947 Indian Chief that’s probably my favorite,” he says with pride. “I
just love the simplicity of the old bikes. It’s
a whole different way to ride, a whole different technology.”
Owning a vintage Indian is very much a
mark of distinction among collectors. They

Co-op news and happenings

Ta k e

note!

1,800 Members Attend Annual Meeting
are often high-ticket bikes, but Warfield
was fortunate in landing his back in 2005,
as just a pile of separate pieces. “I got it
for scrap prices,” Warfield notes. “It took
me about six months of work to get it put
together. It took about $7,000 to $8,000
to get it back on the road, and it’s probably worth $20,000 to $30,000 now.”
The Indian Motorcycle Manufacturing company, founded by two former
bicycle racers, began building bikes in
1901. Until World War I, Indian was the
largest motorcycle maker in the world.
By 1931, Indian and Harley-Davidson
were the only two American manufacturers producing commercial motorcycles.
That rivalry continued until 1953 when
the Indian factory in Springfield, MA,
closed and Royal Enfield, a British firm,
took over the Indian name.
British bikes dominated motorcycling
for much of the 1930s and ’40s. Over
80 different nameplates were available,
including classics like Norton, Triumph
and AJS. After World War II, American
Army vets who loved motorcycles began
to organize in riding clubs. In 1951,
the BSA Group purchased Triumph to
become the largest producer of motorcycles in the world.
That dominance continued until the
late 1960s and early ’70s when Japanese
makers, led by Honda, became popular. Suzuki, Kawasaki and Yamaha each
started producing in a big way, seizing
the public’s attention with their modern
designs and cheaper price tags.
Despite the popularity of many modern bikes, it’s still the classics that rev
the engines of AMCA members. For
example, Warfield restored a ’68 BSA
Starfire that his daughter Mandy rides.
“We were looking for a bike for me,”
Mandy recalls. “This one started as a
‘basket case’—just a bunch of parts—and
we built it from that.”
Warfield has a “semi-organized” workshop full of other projects and classic
parts, for which his passion has put him
in touch with TV celebrities Mike Wolfe
and Frank Fritz, of “American Pickers.”
“They are as nice in person as they are
on TV,” says Warfield. “And Mike is a
motorcycle guy.”

More than 1,800 Cherryland Electric Cooperative members attended the
Annual Meeting at Wuerfel Park on June 14.
Incumbent board members Terry Lautner and Betty Maciejewski won
re-election in voting by the cooperative’s members.
The event started with registration from 3-5 p.m., followed by the business meeting
from 5-6 p.m., which was led by board president, Tom Van Pelt. The meeting included
short talks by General Manager Tony Anderson, Wolverine Power Cooperative CEO Eric
Baker, and a question-and-answer session with Cherryland members.
Members were then treated to a ballpark dinner and the Independent League baseball
game between the Traverse City Beach Bums and Lake Erie Crushers. Helped by the
big Cherryland turnout, the crowd totaled 4,674 fans.

Cherryland Cares Seeks
Grant Applications
Area nonprofit agencies who are seeking
financial help can apply for a grant through
Cherryland Cares.
Cherryland Cares is a five-member
board, made up of Cherryland Electric
Cooperative members, who distribute
money from Operation Roundup to area
nonprofits. The next quarterly meeting of
Cherryland Cares is Monday, Sept. 17. The
deadline for applications is Friday, Sept. 7.
Operation Round Up money comes from
Cherryland members who elect to round
up their bills to the nearest dollar every
month. This amount averages $6 per year.
To receive a Cherryland Cares grant
application or to join Operation Round
Up, contact Nick Edson at Cherryland. His
direct line is 486-9222 or e-mail him at
nicke@cecelec.com.

Next Member Input Session
The board of directors at Cherryland
Electric Cooperative is offering another
opportunity for members to provide
direct input to the board on a quarterly
basis. Members will be able to talk to the
board next on Monday, Sept. 17 at 9 a.m.
at the company office in Grawn.
Members are asked to come to the
lobby and request to speak to the board.
Members are asked to keep their comments
to 5 minutes. Member attendance at the

board meeting is allowed for the public
input portion of the meeting only.
Cherryland members are afforded a
chance to meet with the board on a quarterly basis during meetings in March, June,
September and December.

Pay Your Cherryland
Electric Bill Online
Want to save money and pay your Cherryland Electric Cooperative bill online?
It’s easy to do. You can set up your
accounts to get only an email bill—no
more paper bills!
If you would like to do this, access your
account on cherrylandelectric.com. It will
prompt you immediately after you sign in
to make a decision on whether or not you
want the paper bill to continue; if you do,
check the box. If not, simply press “update.”
Questions about the online payment
can be answered by Cherryland’s Member
Service Department at 486-9200.

Mary Miller Wins Contest
Cherryland member Mary Miller has won
the co-op’s line and pole address contest.
The contest was published in the May
issue of Country Lines. Mary, who is served
by our Lake Ann substation, won a $25 gift
card for her efforts.

Like us on Facebook!
“Cherryland Electric Cooperative”
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SAFETY

Building, Planting or Playing?

Stay Clear of Power Lines
because they don’t create a path
A power
to the ground, but you and your
line doesn’t
ladder do.”
have to be
Further, a power line doesn’t
u Never touch any downed
touched to be power line, and never assume
have to be touched to be dandangerous. fallen lines are dead.
gerous. Unless you are qualified
to work around power lines, you
If you are in a vehicle that conshould stay at least 10 feet away, or
tacts with a power line, don’t leave the
more. Since overhead lines are not insulated, vehicle. As long as you stay inside and avoid
touching a line or an object in contact with touching outside metal, you should avoid
it can result in serious injury, or even death. an electrical hazard. If you need to exit to
Stay away, and contact your electric co-op. summon help or because of fire, jump out
The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health without touching any wires or the exterior,
Administration advises that the best protec- keep your feet together, and hop to safety.
tion is lots of space. Don’t operate equipment around overhead lines unless you are
authorized and trained to do so. Other safety
tips include:
u Use a nonconductive fiberglass ladder.
u If objects (scaffolds, cranes) must be
moved near the lines, appoint a worker whose
only job is to observe the clearance between
the lines and the object and warn others if
that distance is not maintained.

What do yard sale signs, basketball hoops, satellite dishes
and birdhouses have in common? They’re often found
illegally attached to utility poles. But this isn’t just a crime
of inconvenience. Safety issues caused by unapproved
pole attachments put the lives of lineworkers and the
public in peril.
Your local electric co-op line crews climb utility poles
at all hours of the day and night, in the worst conditions,
so anything attached to them can create serious hazards.
Sharp objects like nails, bolts, tacks, staples or barbed wire
can also puncture rubber gloves and other safety equipment, making lineworkers vulnerable to electrocution.
Co-op lineworkers have even reported poles used as
support legs for deer stands, lights and carports. Any
person placing items on poles also comes dangerously
close to energized power lines with thousands of volts
of energy pulsing overhead.
Unauthorized pole attachments also violate the
National Electrical Safety Code. Utilities strictly follow
this code, so please help keep lineworkers—and members of your community and
family—safe. Don’t attach any of these dangerous items to utility poles.
Fixtures not belonging to the co-op or another utility will be removed by line
personnel, and the co-op is not responsible for any losses if an item is damaged
or destroyed during removal.
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lectric utility workers see some new
homes and other structures built in odd
places—a home with the roof less than
8 feet from an existing power line; a swimming pool or barn right underneath a line.
“When you think about a builder hauling in materials and working in those areas,
and then folks using the pool or getting too
close to the roof, it’s pretty scary,” says Joe
McElroy, safety director for the Michigan
Electric Cooperative Association.
So, whether you’re a contractor or a do-ityourselfer, use extra caution while working
near overhead lines (never get closer than 10
feet), and consider their location in you’re
planning. Also, call Cherryland Electric
(231-486-9200 or 800-442-8616) to let
them know when you’re planning to work
within 10 feet of power lines.
“Electricity flows through metal, wood,
water and many other conducting materials, including human beings—all in an
effort to reach the ground,” McElroy adds.
“Small birds can sit on power lines unhurt

Teach Kids Safety, Too
Kids often don’t understand the outdoor
dangers of electricity, but making them
aware of overhead lines and these rules
can help:
p Never play or climb trees near power
lines.
p Never climb a utility pole or tower.
p Never fly kites or model planes near
trees and overhead lines. If a toy gets stuck
in a tree near the lines, don’t climb to
get it. Call your local electric co-op or
utility for help.
p Don’t play on or around pad-mounted
electrical equipment (usually green boxes).
p Never go into an electric substation—
not even to rescue a pet or retrieve a toy.
Substations contain deadly, high-voltage
equipment. Call your electric co-op or
area utility instead.
p Use caution before plugging in a radio
or electrical gadgets outdoors. Keep all
electrical appliances at least 10 feet away
from hot tubs, pools, ponds, puddles
and wet surfaces.

your co-op

What Is Killing
My Trees?

I

n northern Michigan, our piece of paradise has invaders affecting our forests and
lawns. You may see it in your lawn, your
neighborhood, or on your drive to work.
Something is killing our trees.
That “something” is the emerald ash
borer. The dark metallic-green beetle, only
one-half inch long, started gaining attention
in southern Michigan during the summer
of 2002. The Detroit area invasion sparked
the attention of many arborists when these
beetles began their devastation.
The adult beetle may nibble on the leaves,
but do relatively little damage. It is the larvae
feeding on the inner bark that actually kills
the trees. These immature beetles disrupt
the ash trees’ ability to transport water and
nutrients. The tree basically starves to death.
Where did these beetles come from?

While no one can say for sure, it is believed
the beetles arrived in wood packing materials
from airplanes or cargo ships that originated
in Asia.
Until 2002, there were no findings of the
emerald ash borer outside of eastern Russia,
China, Japan and Korea. It is believed that
the beetle was spread to northern Michigan
by people bringing firewood with them on
camping trips.
It’s important that we take steps to prevent
them from spreading.
How can you tell if you have the
emerald ash borer in your area?

Because woodpeckers feed heavily on the
larvae, woodpecker damage to ash trees may
be the first sign of an infestation.
Die-back normally begins at the top of
infected trees and the tree canopy begins to
thin above the infested portions. One-third
to one-half of the branches may die in one

year (pictured above), and most of the tree
will be dead in two years.
What is being done to stop this pest in
Michigan?

Many universities, along with state and
federal agencies, are working to educate
residents on how to identify ash trees and the
emerald ash borer. The most important thing
we can do is to stop moving diseased wood.
Cherryland will cut down dead and diseased trees near our lines; however, the wood
remains with the property owner. There are

products that have had success in protecting yard trees. Studies by Michigan State
University have proven the successful use of
various pesticides.
Visit emeraldashborer.info for more information about this insect and how to deal
with damaged trees.
Unfortunately, there are more pests killing
other tree species in Michigan, and I will
discuss these in future articles.
Jim Carpenter is the line superintendent at
Cherryland Electric Cooperative.
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Join us for the Inaugural Big Little 15K & 5K Races and
Make a Difference in the Life of a Child

Monday, Sept. 3, 2012 • Labor Day
Start Time: 9 a.m. • Registration Fee: $40
100% of the proceeds will stay in our local community and benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters!

Go to www.marathon4kids.com to register today!
Sponsors:
M4K Sponsors:

